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Vicar’s Letter

“No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham,
for I have made you a father of many nations.” Genesis 17.5

In our Old Testament readings over the past couple of months we
have been following the epic story of God’s interaction with one
particular family and how that interaction has shaped our
understanding of God thousands of years later.

When Abraham and his wife Sarah felt called to leave their wealthy city lifestyle and
wander through deserts and over mountains to follow God’s call, I am sure that they had
no idea just how difficult their lives would become. They must have had an enormous
amount of faith in an age where ‘gods’ were seen as localised, to trust that their God
could be found wherever they went and in whatever circumstances they found
themselves.

As we have discovered Abraham and Sarah were far from perfect and they often tried
to make things happen themselves rather than simply trusting in God’s provision. It seems
to have been Abraham’s act of faith in preparing to sacrifice his son Isaac that was the
real turning point in his life but I suppose like most of us his faith grew and matured slowly.

If we fast forward a few generations (and a few weeks in the Lectionary) it’s easy to look
back and see where God was at work shaping and moulding this family into a nation who
would worship the one God. God’s promise to Abraham that his descendants would be
as numerous as the stars in the night sky and the grains of sand in the desert were
starting to prove to be true, not just as his twelve great-grandsons formed the twelve
tribes of Israel, but also in the nations founded by his many other descendants. To this
day Judaism, Christianity and Islam all consider Abraham to be their patriarch and are
known as the three Abrahamic religions.

As we try to live the life of faith ourselves, it’s really only when we look back that we
notice where God was at work in our lives and we can see the bigger picture. Perhaps,
when we’re in the moment, it’s enough to know that God is there alongside us and that
we can trust in his providence.

With this in mind we continue to plan ahead for services that may or may not happen in
some of our churches, for harvest thanksgiving, for remembrance and even carol
services. We are, as we have discovered, limited by government advice, which can
change very quickly. As I write face masks are now mandatory in church for congregations
and singing is still banned, yes even in churchyards!

When we look back on this experience in perhaps a year or so, I’m sure we will see quite
clearly where God was at work among us. But for now perhaps it’s enough to know that
God is at work and that he is with us no matter what we are going through.

Blessings
Steven
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Frome Valley Pastoral Group
The Pastoral Group are all very actively engaged in emailing and telephoning people
through out this difficult time. If you have any concerns or would just like to speak to
someone please call one of the group;

Rev’d Steven Baggs    01885 490582 stevenbaggs@me.com
Rev’d Richard Allaway   07969 699270 rja5204572fco@gmail.com
Mrs Judy Orgee    01531 640525
Mrs Angela Lewis    01885 490203

Careline - Help at the push of a button
Careline can give you or your loved ones the reassurance and
peace of mind that if you require help, it is not far away!
Careline is a 24-hour personal emergency response service,
based in Hereford, which is connected to your home through
an alarm unit linked to your telephone line. In times of need,
help is just the push of a button away!  re information please
speak to our Careline team on 01432 384100.

Herefordshire Careline is run by the Independence Trust,
part of the Herefordshire Housing Group.

St Michael’s Hospice Big Tea
Get together online or in your social bubble and raise money for your Hospice by doing something we all
love; drinking tea and eating cake.
Make your Big Tea a big success by supporting St Michael's Hospice in the garden, in
the office, outside a village hall, or in your street.
Or switch on your laptop, tablet or phone and host a video call with friends and family.
Ask them to bring a cup of tea and a slice of cake and let them know how they can
donate.
Sign up now at www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk then pop the kettle on for St Michael's.

St Michael’s Hospice Lottery - Will you get the call?
Each Friday the St Michael’s Hospice Lottery Manager, Michelle, phones one lucky player to tell them they're
£1,000 richer. The generosity of players is helping St Michael’s continue supporting local families at a time they
need it most.

Each entry costs only £1 per week and you will be allocated your own unique lottery number.
All prizes are posted to winners so you do not have to anything to make a claim.

So, could this be the week Michelle calls you with the news you’re the £1,000 winner?
To ensure you’re in with a chance of a grand this Friday, or one of 23 other cash prizes,

visit www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/lottery or call 01432 851 000.

HELP IS  STILL AT HAND
There is a Bromyard Support Group number -

07824 660480
 is there to help anyone who is isolating or

just feel like some support during these
exceptional times.

DAR Ltd
D A R Malvern. Friendly local service, new and

reconditioned appliances .
We specialise in:

Washing machine repairs, sales and spares.
Dishwasher repairs, sales and spares.

Cooker repairs, sales and spares.
Vacuum cleaner repairs, sales and spares.

Reconditioned appliances
Plus repairs to all appliances, big or small. We

deliver and install.
Tel: 01684 572151

 Childline:  0800 1111
 Samaritans  116 123
 Domestic Violence Hotline: 0808 2000 247
 Mind    0300 123 3393
 Age UK   0800 169 6565
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Dear All

From the 8th August face coverings are required to be worn by law in more indoor settings
including places of worship. There are exemptions for those who are leading services and
those who assist them by reading, preaching, or leading prayers. This exemption does
not apply to worshippers, who should wear face coverings to comply with the law unless
they have a valid medical reason for not doing so. Please note that I am not able to judge
who does or does not have a medical reason and will not be policing this or expecting
anyone else in the congregation to do so.

Many thanks to those who signed up to Easyfundraising for Ocle Pychard Church. I have
booked a couple of hotel rooms on booking.com  this week and made a few small
purchases on Ebay and managed to raise £11.01 for the Church so far without it costing
me a penny. You can find our Easyfundraising page
at https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjameschurchoclepychard/?utm_campai
gn=raise-more&utm_content=gs-e1 Hopefully more of our churches will use this free
method of fundraising in the future.
Also, the Parish Giving Scheme is starting to gain more support in some of our churches.
St Giles, Acton Beauchamp have now joined the scheme, if you wish to help get them
started by supporting them with a regular donation please contact PGS on 0333 002 1260
quoting Acton Beauchamp’s reference number 180618041

Hope to see some of you on Sunday.

Blessings

Steven

St. Giles' church, Acton Beauchamp.

At present all our fund raising activities remain cancelled.

However we are hoping to have the annual Harvest Festival Service, followed by a
charity produce sale, on
SUNDAY THE 4th OCTOBER AT 11.30 am.

We are also hoping to hold The Carol Service, if singing is allowed on
FRIDAY THE 11th OF DECEMBER AT 6pm.

We are really hoping that these services can proceed.
Take care and stay safe
Acton Beauchamp PCC.
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 Ocle Pychard Ramblings
(formally Oce Pychard Church News)

The seasonal clock is moving relentlessly forward and our summer with it. While we have been
forced into a period of inactivity the world continues to turn. Has anyone noticed that the evenings
are dusky a little earlier and the morning sunrise a little later?
The gardens are full of summer produce such as lettuce, onions and beans. The tomatoes are
ripening to a bright red, the marrows and pumpkins are swelling and the sweetcorn are tantalisingly
close to being fully ripe with their sweet, juicy, golden kernels. The hedge fruit are ready, the
blackberries and elderberries are purple, full and sweet, while the hawthorn berries are rich red
and enticing for the birds.
Soon the apples, pears, plums, damsons and sloes will add their bounty to the harvest store. Out
in the fields the golden stalks of corn are swishing and swaying in the breeze as our farmers
combine the fields leaving behind yellow lines of stubble and the scent of straw in their wake.
The myriad of wild life are enjoying the summer provender and will soon be setting their sights
on stocking their larders for the winter months ahead. This year has been good for some of the
native birds as they have been able to hatch two broods and the second family are now well on
their way to adulthood although some juvenile starlings are still managing to make a big fuss
about everything! They do bicker and squabble so!!
At Ocle Pychard Church the wild life have had the run of the grounds for the past few months but
now that some of the restrictions have been lifted work is underway to mow the grass and generally
tidy up. If anyone fancies some exercise the churchwardens can always do with some extra help.
They are looking for volunteers to help with this large task. Just give John a call on 820328 or
Rosie on 820763. The coronavirus has forced change upon us all and at present the church is only
open on Tuesday and Saturday. Hopefully restrictions will ease soon and the church can open
more often. We have organised a few events for the rest of the year. The dates are below.

· 16th October- Annual Church Meeting at Ocle Pychard Church @ 2.30pm.

· 16th October- Harvest Festival Service at Ocle Pychard Church @6.30pm

· 11th December- Carols and readings at Ocle Pychard Church @7.30pm (subject to covid
19 restrictions).

· 24th December- 1st communion of Christmas at Ocle Pychard Church @8.00pm

· 3rd January 2021- 1st communion of New Year @ 8.30am.

Please be aware that these dates and services are subject to change or cancellation due to the
coronavirus.
Enjoy the rest of the summer and autumn and all the wonderful joys of the seasons as they
unfold. Look after your families and friends and stay safe and well.
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Stanford Bishop
Dear All,

September, the end of the summer is
approaching, ploughing and general cultivations
restart, the temperature starts to drop, and
leaves turn golden. In the garden plant spring
bulbs and winter veg, collect seeds for next
summers colour.  From the hedgerow a variety
of tipples can be made including Sloe Gin,
Hazelnut liqueur, Elderberry liqueur, Blackberry whisky and Rose Hip liqueur.
Take a walk and enjoy the wonderful ever changing countryside

 Harvest Open Air  Service Sunday 4th October at 3pm,
weather permitting, following government guide lines.

NEWS FROM BISHOPS FROME
It is now 4 months since the pandemic began and we all entered our own bubbles where we felt safe
and secure.  Little did we know when we celebrated the advent of 2020, as with all New Years – full of
hope and anticipation – that we would be plunged into a world under pandemic and that life would
change dramatically.
The experience has taught us the value of so much we took for granted and the number of things which
are non-essential, that we could exist without, but non the less enhance our way of living.
Sunday July 5th – the day we could at last go back to church at St Marys Bishops Frome.  Even though
it was a different format from ‘normal’ it was spiritual, uplifting and soothing to the soul.  We hardly
noticed the social distancing as we saw like minded friends and embraced them with our eyes – bonds
rekindled.
Thank you to Stephen and Richard for the meaningful address and prayers, to all who contributed to
the service and to Duncan for the wonderful music.  We may not have been able to sing praise with our
lips but felt it in our hearts. Who knows what is in store for our services as we tip-toe into the future.
We shall enjoy whatever Stephen is able to produce and we have been well served with our weekly
sheet of prayers, readings and reflections, for which we give thanks to all who contributed – it was a
life line and made us feel in touch.
Let us hope, pray and use our common sense!
Heather Partridge
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Castle Frome September 2020
News, Views & Muse

Communion
Service

Sunday 13th

September
8.00am

To Be Confirmed

Family Service

Sunday 27th

September

10.00am

To be Confirmed

This is a reverent and

informal service for the

family of the Church. All

are welcome. Coffee, tea

and squash served at the

close of the service, offering

a time to socialise.

Hilary’s Nature Diary
Forever on the wing

It is some time since swifts have nested in the church, but what a joy to still
see their aerial acrobatics in the skies overhead – wherever they are
nesting. Their captivating screaming is unmistakable as they soar, dive and

sweep, catching flying insects on the wing. They are truly masters of the skies.

As I write, these forever flying birds are heading to their winter home
south of the Sahara. As you read this, few will be left still packing their bags,

a hazardous journey awaiting them.

We have lost more than half our swift population since the mid-1990s – a
tragedy. Erecting swift boxes on your house or barn is one way you can help

this extraordinary bird.

Like our Facebook Page St Michaels Church, Castle Frome

Interesting Facts about September

The last day of September in any year always falls on a different day of
the week from the last day of any other month. – I did not actually believe

this, but have just gone through the calendar and it’s correct. I wonder
how many of you will do the same !!

My favourite poem is the one that starts ‘Thirty days hath September’
because it actually tells you something” (Groucho Marx). I use this poem

a lot, I bet many of you do.

Traditionally MICHAELMAS DAYS is the last day of Harvest. The 1st

August was the start of harvest “Lammas Day” Farmers made loaves of
bread from the new wheat crop, This custom ended when Henry VIII

broke away from the Catholic Church and now we have Harvest Festivals
around the day of Michaelmas. Michaelmas Day was also the popular
day for the start of winter curfew, indicating the start of Winter. The

Church bell was rung (one strike for each of the days of the month that
had passed) generally at 9pm. The bell was tolled every night (apart from

a Sunday) until Shrove Tuesday.

Coronavirus Lockdown & Social Distancing

I have put in the details of the services but if the Lockdown
continues, then these will not be happening. Please follow the
Government Guidelines on Staying Safe and Social Distancing.
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ST MARY’S CHURCH MUCH COWARNE

Currently our church is open for a limited time on Sundays from
11am to 2pm and Wednesdays from 2pm to 5pm. We would love to feel
that our parishioners are coming into our church at those times
for private prayer, as we do feel it is safe for them to do that.
Most of the church visitors over the first few weeks of the
limited reopening have been outsiders, which does feel a shame.
Our church, even with safety tape, is as beautiful as ever and
the churchyard is still being kept trim and tidy. Our churchward-
ens have however contacted our regular congregation and a number
of said that we would like to attend a service in our church again
so with that in mind we hope to have a socially distanced Matins,
without hymns of course, at 10 am on Sunday 13th September. If you
wish to attend a communion service our Rev. Steven Baggs has been
taking a 10am service each Sunday for over a month now at Bishops
Frome, again with strict safe-guarding.

The pastoral work of the churches is not the only problem being
faced in this pandemic and Much Cowarne is not alone in severe
financial concerns due to the absence of fundraising events and
collections from services. The PCC of our Grade I listed church
has no hidden funds to pay for the upkeep of the church and it
relies on regular donations and annual fundraising to keep it open
and going. The churchwardens have recently put up notices in and
around the church encouraging visitors and parishioners who have
not already done so to join our Parish Giving Scheme.  A donation
box will also to be put on the Vestry door so that donations can
be made when the church is not open for services.

Because of the pandemic Much Cowarne PCC didn’t hold its usual
Annual General Meeting (APCM) in April but have now agreed to hold
this meeting at in our church at 7pm on Friday 25th September. All
parishioners are welcome to attend this meeting when churchward-
ens and PCC members are reappointed. We would encourage anyone
who values our church its history and its role in the community
to attend and so learn more about the role of the PCC and how it
functions in Much Cowarne.  In the meantime, we pray that you are
all keeping safe and well and look forward like you to a time when
we can get back to normal.

Some of you may not be aware of the Frome Valley Pastoral Group which offers support to anyone
who wishes to share in confidence any concerns or just to talk to someone, especially at the
moment when we are not easily able to meet socially with others. The members of the Group are
always available if people have issues they wish to discuss and can be contacted as follows:
Rev. Steven Baggs 01885 490582
Rev. Richard Allaway 07969 699270
Mrs Judy Orgee 01531 640525
Mrs Angela Lewis 01885 490203



Poetic thoughts while the Vicar is also away from Fromes Hill Church
=================================================

We’re lucky! by staying home - not caring to roam,
 we’ve survived the Virus so far.

It’s not over yet – so we’ll just wait and see
 but one day we’ll be back to being free.

The whole World has been affected
 not just life in Ledbury town;

Whatever one says, the Govt has tried hard
 to keep the country from complete Shut-down.

Too many Jonahs like to say this and that
 but would you like to run the place?

Would you like to have to keep up the pace
 of daily meetings and constant TV chewings?

So by keeping busy with jobs in the house
 And lots of gardening to do

We’re keeping fit and as the saying goes
 ‘Helping the NHS’ too.

We can truly say we’re keeping sane
 We’ve beautiful flowers and roses in bloom;

The birds are singing and even the sun shines some days
 So no need to be sad, no time for gloom.

Let’s hope we don’t have to wait too long
 To be back at Church for prayers and a song

We’re missing Mike’s organ music played so lovingly
 And Sybil’s prayers read with such care can’t return

    quick enough for me.

   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~

GLENYS WHITE

28th July 2020
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Painting and Decorating
Email: Multicolours@tiscali.co.uk

11 Hereford Rd.  Bromyard.

I offer competitive rates & excellent services

For a free quotation please call:

Home: 01885 482149

Mobile: 07870 110124
Tel: 07789 062450

CHRIS  TREUTTENS
Garden & Landscape Services

Including

DRY STONE WALLING & HEDGELAYING

Finer By Nature
Unit 1   Whitestone Business Park
Whitestone. Hereford  HR1 3SE

Tel: 01432 345388 www.finerbynature.co.uk/

Finer By Nature - an online retailer of Dog Food,
(Raw & Dry) plus treats and biscuits .

 Supplements,  Toys, Beds and so much more
your Dogs.  Delivering throughout the pandemic.

Buy in their New Shop or Online
Open Mon-Sat

9.30 - 5pm



Sixteen fully licensed double units
Custom-built luxury central heated accommodation
Special diets or additional requirements happily catered for
Set in beautiful Herefordshire countryside at Burley Gate
Licensed by Hereford Council : ANB48
Viewing welcome : By appointment only

For booking enquiries, prices or additional
information, please contact us on

01432 820066
or email us at theholliescattery@gmail.com

Find us on www.facebook.com/theholliescattery
www.theholliescattery.com

Sean Kelly
M: 07510400705

E: contact@skplumbingsolutions.com
W: skplumbingsolutions.com

GAS & OIL BOILER SERVICING
GAS & OIL BOILER REPAIR

GAS & OIL BOILER INSTALLATION
HOT WATER MAINTENANCE

HEATING MAINTENANCE
BATHROOM DESIGN AND INSTALLATION

NO CALL OUT CHARGE

10
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CHARLIE’S

UNISEX HAIRCUTS
UNIT 4

FROMES HILL
TRADING ESTATE

HR8 1HT
FOR APPOINTMENTS PLEASE CALL

07769169203

OR JUST POP IN AND SAY HELLO J

Mick Mussell Monumental Mason.

Over 40 years experience.
Free advice on renovation,

re-painting inscriptions
and levelling of memorials.

Tel:01989 730670.
e-mail.jmussell@hotmail.com

Aerial photography by Drone

Crop Walking
and Building Photography

 Aerial photography of Woodland
CAA Licensed Commercial Pilot

Jenson Jones
01885 483445
07974 604247

Red Kite
Pest Control

Combining Tradition and Innovation

For all your local Pest Control requirements

All INSECT , RODENT and
WILDLIFE Pests

Free Advice, free no obligation Quotations

------------------------ALSO------------------------

TAXIDERMY
I’m interested in purchasing

unwanted pieces of
taxidermy

(for private collection)

Telephone Andy Staples on:
07977 044987 / 01886 832730

SEZ  ELECTRIZ
YOUR FRIENDLY LOCAL DOMESTIC

INSTALLER

PART “P” QUALIFIED
Find me on the electrical safety register

(ELECSA Registered)

 For all your local domestic needs

INCLUDING-
  Fault Finding & Safety Checks
  Extra sockets or lights
  Fuse boards & rewires
  Routine Testing—“House M. O. T.”
  Security Lighting a speciality
  Fully insured

  No job too small
                              Please phone MIKE on;
 01885490726  or
 Mob 07957391974
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Private freelance
chauffeur serving all

of Herefordshire
and the surrounding

areas.

Telephone: 01432 850985
Mobile Tel: 07941 993213

www.herefordshirechauffeur.co.uk

Fully trained & insured operators

Latest Equipment

Minimum drying times

We move furniture

Customer satisfaction guarantee

Oriental rug specialists

Stainshield treatment

Deodorizer treatment

Quotations on request

Northdown Curtains
  For a full installation service or self-fit

We Make: Curtains with hand sewn
headings, Roman Blinds, also soft
furnishings to match if required. We have
a carefully selected range of fabric books,
trimmings and hardware catalogues with
samples available.

We can supply and fit: Fabrics, Poles,
Curtain track, Blind track (manual or
electric). Made to measure Blinds by Intu
and Perfect Fit to suit your window frame.
Demo samples available on request.

For friendly helpful advice or a free
quote Please contact Julie Ball on:

01531 640722 mobile 07833 703490
northdowncurtains@gmail.com

BROMYARD COMMUNITY TRANSPORT

Transport Problems?
If you do not have access to a car or public

transport, call us, we can help get you going

Our Services
Go Dial a Ride and Community Cars

Day Outings and Shopping Trips
Group Minibus Transport

Wheelchair friendly minibuses and MPV

Why not volunteer as a driver
Help us today - you may need us tomorrow!

Call us on 01885 488452 or pop into the office
1 Rowberry Street, Bromyard, HR7 4DU

E: info@gobct.org.uk, www.gobct.org.uk
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RKH CHAUFFEUR SERVICE
PRIVATE HIRE TAXI

Professional  Prompt Friendly
Based in Cradley

All UK Airports, Business Trips,
Sporting Events, Parties, etc.

Long and Local Trips

Booking Essential
Call Richard 07990 552531

Email: rkhill2014@outlook.com

KEVIN   ROBERTS
DOMESTIC PLUMBING

BATHROOMS

CENTRAL HEATING

TAPS AND WASHERS

OIL BOILER SERVICES

OFTEC REGISTERED

UNVENTED REGISTERED

TELEPHONE: 01886 880384

MOBILE 07976 879719

24 HOUR SERVICE

JOHN LEE

GENERAL  MAINTENANCE

& PROPERTY REPAIRS

Trustworthy * Reliable * Tidy
References available

Telephone: 01531 640073
Mobile: 07787 353809
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Woodlands Country Cat Hotel
“Where cats are at home”

Caring, family run, modern cattery
near Ledbury. Indoor pens with
outdoor views.

Heated sleeping beds.

Visit our website: wcchotel.co.uk

Tel - 01531 670677
Email - wcchotel@gmail.com

Woodlands, Falcon Lane, Ledbury HR8 2JW
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THE CHASE INN
BISHOPS FROME

THE CHASE INN
Our pub has been silenced for the last three or so months

but we have not rested on our laurels.

Our social areas have been decorated and the whole pub has had a
good spring clean to fall in line with government guidelines.

Our letting rooms have been refurbished
and reopened on the 25th July.

Hygiene is at the top of our agenda to keep all our customers as safe
as possible in this strange new climate in which we find ourselves.

“Our restaurant will be open during September between 6 pm
and 8pm Friday and Saturday. Sunday 12 noon until 2.30 pm.

Probably best to book due to social distancing guidelines.

Bar will be open Monday to Thursday from 4 pm
and Friday, Saturday and Sunday from 12 noon.

Come and join us for good beer and good food
We look forward to seeing you.

TO BOOK A ROOM OR A TABLE,
PLEASE CONTACT US ON :

01885 490358.
EMAIL: THECHASEINN.4@GMAIL.COM

OR
FIND US ON FACE BOOK.
POP IN AND SAY HI……!
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Let us transform your home!

“Delivering Quality,

Value and Customer Service”

01432 278020
www.3d-windows.co.uk
Unit  8, Premier Business Park

Faraday road, Hereford, HR4 9NZ

Kiln DriedHardwood

FIREWOOD

Ledbury Podiatry
Lodge Cottage Therapy Centre
The Homend, Ledbury HR8 1AR

  Routine podiatry & chiropody treatment
  For:     Skin and nails.
  Fungal infections Verrucas
    Cracked heels
     Nail reconstruction

Contact: Kirstie Mackay
HCPC registered podiatrist

Call 07967 394419
Email kjm-feet@hotmail.com
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Cecilia Hall Dance Centre
Tel:  07443 872 188             ceciliahalldance@live.co.uk

       ADULT DANCE AND FITNESS CLASSES
We hope to restart in July. Some online classes available until then.
Numbers in classes will be carefully controlled. Pre-book only.

MONDAYS   9.45am   Zumba Gold
                      10.45am    Ballet
                      11.45am   'FitSteps'
                      1.30pm   Tap Dance
                      2.30pm   Silver Swans Ballet/over 55's
TUESDAYS  9.45am   Beginners Tap Dance
                      10.30am  Tap Dance
                      11.30am  'FitSteps Fab'
                      1.45pm   Silver Swans Ballet/over 55's
                      3pm        Belly Dance
                      6.45pm   Advanced non syllabus Ballet
WEDNESDAYS 9.30am   Modern Jazz Dance
                            10.30am  Ballet
                            11.45am  'FitSteps'
                            2pm        Ballet
THURSDAYS    10am     'FitSteps Fab'
                          11.15am  Silver Swans Ballet/over 55's
                          12.15pm  Ballet
FRIDAYS         9.30am    Dance Mix
                          10.30am  Silver Swans Ballet/over 55's
                          11.45am  'FitSteps'
SUNDAYS         10am     'FitSteps'

3 New Road,
Bromyard HR7 4AH

Telephone 01885 489900.
Email: ebfuneralservices.co.uk

www.ebfuneralservices.co.uk

A local independent
Funeral Director

offering a personal
24 hour service

Yvonne's SheD

Unisex Hairstylist
Stonehouse
Munderfield

HR7 4JT
**01885490775
07795575547

Country Buds
countrybuds@hotmail.co.uk
01885490775
07795575547
All aspects of floral art
funeral tributes,
wedding venues,bridal etc

New Number
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Acer Tree Services
Free no obligation quotes for all of your Tree work

requirements

Tel: 01432 860839

Mob: 07774 134577

Joe.brandt@btconnect.com

24hr Emergency call out service

Fully Insured, Qualified and Audited regularly

  Experienced – Knowledgeable – Professional

Drapes &Dressings
by Julie MacLeod (Est. 2005)

Beautifully handmade bespoke
curtains, roman blinds & soft furnishing

loose covers, roller blinds, cushions, new/renovation of handstitched lampshades
      Lovely fabrics, tracks & poles available - or customer’s own welcome.

  Ends of rolls & discontinued fabrics for sale – suitable for cushions, roman blinds etc.
             Free home visits for measuring and quotation, delivery and dressing-in.

            Telephone: 01885 490540  or  07845 479311
Email: drapesanddressingsbyjm@hotmail.co.uk

                                                                                   located at:
   Unit 4 Studios , Fromes Hill Services, HR8 1HT (top of Fromes Hill on A4103, behind convenience store)

A collection of individual workrooms with own sales areas: myself, Little Upholstery Co,
Charlie’s hairdressing, acrylic artist, taxidermist.

                      The Studios open Mon-Frid 10-4/weekends by appointment. Charlie Sat am’s too.
Free Parking.
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Bishops frome community Shop

Village Centre
OPEN

7.30am to 6pm Weekdays

7.30 am to Noon on Saturdays
As well as stocking a large range of everyday products

 we can take orders for Papers, Milk, Bread, Cakes, Meat,

All delivered fresh on a daily basis.

Local Food for Local People

We now are also an Agent for Priory Cleaners
01885 490496

Mat Roberts
Carpentry & Home Improvements

All Aspects of carpentry work undertaken
Property renovations & refurbs

Complete kitchen & bathroom installations
Skirting & Architrave, Windows & Doors, Laminate Flooring

Built in Wardrobes & Cupboards
Garden fencing & Decking

UPVC Fascias, Soffits & Guttering
References available

Plus Much More
Call Mat for a Free Quote

07896 324441 or 01531 670624
mathew.roberts08@btinternet.com

matrobertscarpentry.co.uk
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Telephone : 01544 230 471 / 07967 193 354
Email: brparchitecture@ gmail.com

Measured Surveys
Planning Applications
Building Regulations
Construction Drawings
Conversions & Renovations
Extensions & New Builds
3 D Design & Visualisation

Please contact us for a free consultation

www.brparchitectureltd.com Seabright & Co
Professional Decorating

Domestic and Commercial
Painting and Decorating

▪ Interior & Exterior
▪ Wall coverings
▪ Renovation & new work
▪ Fully Qualified
▪ Paint and design advise

Tel: 07711 993590
Tel: 01885 485973

Email: matthewseabright@hotmail.com

16 Enderby House, Linton, Bromyard
Herefordshire.HR7 4QJ

Three Counties Chimney Sweep
* Trading Standards Approved*

* All Chimneys & Flues Swept
* Cowl & Pot Fitting Service
* Stove & Liner Installations
* Nest & Blockage Removal
* Stack and Roof Repairs
* Fully Insured

Call Ian on:
Tel: 01684 891005 Mobile 07403 277 436

Your Local Accredited Chimney Sweep
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From the Hereford Diocese

Dear Friends

I hope that as you read this you will have had a good summer. For the last few months
I have spent a lot of time indoors! However, I’m delighted that as lockdown restrictions
have eased a bit I shall be hitting the road around the Diocese on the four Saturdays
leading up to our Diocesan Gift Day on September 20th. My plan is to visit every benefice
around the diocesan land boundary over those four days and lead whoever joins me in
prayer for the life of our diocesan family. The times and venues can be found on the
diocesan website or from your parish priest.

12TH SEPTEMBER

All that we do as Christians is based in prayer.  However, the focus of this praying is
particularly towards our gift day.    Churches throughout the Diocese have faced
unprecedented financial challenges due to COVID-19. Fundraising events have ground
to a halt and fee income has dried up. Yet ministry still needs to be funded.In all of our
churches what is given is received back in the form of clergy ministry and support.  For
most churches this doesn’t cover the actual cost, so the gap is funded either through the
generosity of other parishes giving over and above their own provision, or through our
historic reserves.

I hope our Gift Day will be an opportunity to give thanks to God for His love and generosity
towards us.  I hope that it will enable us to contribute over and above our normal giving
to the life changing ministry that is transforming lives all across our Diocese.

The importance of the four days of prayer leading up to September 20 is to reinforce that
giving is part of our discipleship. Even if you can’t join us at one of the venues, I hope
you would be able to join us in prayer at home or in your parish.  As someone once said,
“prayer moves the hand that moves the world.” As we face the effects of this crisis
together, it can also move our hearts to sacrificial generosity and love.

I so look forward to meeting many of you in the coming weeks.

With every blessing

Bishop Richard

St. Mary the Virgin, Bishops Frome 17:05
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Dear Friends
I hope this letter find you well.  Firstly, I want to express my thanks for all your support for the ministry in one
of our local churches in the Diocese of Hereford.  These have been difficult months for all of us.  Being out of
our church buildings has been especially hard for many.  Although we are rejoicing at our return, nonetheless
the continued restrictions make this a challenging time.
I have been continually impressed by the creativity displayed over this time.  Pastoral care has continued; new
people have been contacted, especially through our online services, and the church has demonstrated sacrificial
care and love in our communities.  Our churches have truly shown what it is to be the body of Christ.
I am hugely grateful for the leadership offered in all this by our clergy and lay volunteers.  They have shown
clearly that buildings may have been closed but the church has been very much alive.
One of the struggles in this time has been financial.  The loss of fee income and fund-raising events mean that
many parishes are struggling.  People’s incomes are under threat if they are in employment.  However, many
of us find we have saved a lot of money over this period as we’ve been unable to access our normal social
activities.
I am writing to ask you to prayerfully consider participating in our diocesan-wide parish Gift Day.  This will be
either on Sunday, September 20th or on a Sunday close to that date. In part this will be our response of gratitude
to God for his gifts to us.  Generosity is part of our response to a loving God.  Parish Offer pays for the cost of
the ministry so wonderfully demonstrated over these last few months.  In most cases, what parishes give is well
below these costs and the gap is made up either by the generosity of other parishes, or central reserves.  This
has been the case for a number of years.  COVID has made the situation much worse and our current situation
is unsustainable.  If it continues, we will be forced into some very difficult choices about ministry provision.
This Gift Day is an opportunity to invite people to give to the ministry and mission at your local church to allow
your PCC to have the confidence to make a generous Parish Offer towards the cost of ministry during 2021.
Resources to support you hold a Gift Day at your church can be found at
www.hereford.anglican.org/documents/gift-day-guide/  The reverse of this letter gives you more detail about
how Parish Offer is used to help  towards  funding the costs of ministry within your parishes and  deanery
and throughout the Diocese.  I want to reassure you that we run a very tight ship centrally.  The vast majority
of our costs go towards funding local ministry.  Please do join me in praying for the life of our Diocese in the
four Saturdays leading up to the Gift Day.

With every blessing and thanks in anticipation for your generosity.
The Rt. Revd Richard Jackson

Bishop of Hereford
In 2020, our Diocese planned a ‘balanced budget’, with income and expenditure of £5.9m.  However, the
COVID-19 restrictions have led to a reduction in voluntary income in parishes and, in turn, this has translated
into an estimated 15% decline in Parish Offer contributions and a 40% reduction in statutory fee income.  This
means that, even with 12 diocesan staff furloughed, we are forecasting a full year operating loss of ~£700,000.
We pray that through the forthcoming Gift Day in many parishes, PCCs will be able to make good some or all of
the reductions in income they have experienced recently and be better placed to renew their Parish Offer
commitments this year and next.
Generous giving from PCCs provides £3.8m or 65% of total diocesan income.  Every pound of Parish Offer is
used to resource our local churches – in fact £4.6m or 78% of total diocesan expenditure is invested in parish
ministry & mission.
So, what are the costs of Parish Ministry in our Diocese?  Perhaps a lot more than many of us realise!  In 2020,
the total cost of this ministry is around £77,000 per stipendiary clergy post.  The Hereford Diocesan Board of
Finance covers some £16,000 of this, leaving just over £60,000 for each group of PCCs to provide through their
Parish Offer.  While this is a significant challenge for many parishes, we are all invited to respond to God in prayer
and in faith, and give to parish ministry and mission realistically and generously.
Annual ‘current parish clergy’ costs comprise £26k stipend, £10k pension contribution, £2k national insurance,
£6.5k housing-related costs plus £8k provision of parsonage (met by Diocese), £3k ministry development and
training, and £1.5k towards costs incurred by voluntary ministers and rural deans.
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ST MARY THE VIRGIN, BISHOP’S FROME

  DATE                      READER                           PRAYERS

  September 6th                  Sarah Parkinson                     TBA

  September 13th                Jill Southall                        TBA

 September 20th                Sheila Pinches                        TBA

 September 27th                Angela Lewis                         TBA

Frome Valley Group of Parishes
   Births, Deaths and Marriages

FROM THE REGISTERS

 Funerals

The Funeral of Michael William Farley who died on 11th July 2020, aged 70 years,
took  place on 29h July 2020  at St Mary the Virgin, Bishops Frome.

 May He Rest in Peace.

FROME VALLEY GROUP OF PARISHES
The office is now open on Wednesday mornings

9.30 – 11.30am  for telephone calls only.
Our telephone number is 01885 490229.

For more urgent matters please contact
Rev Steven Baggs   on 01885 490582
Rev Richard Allaway  on 07969 699270



BISHOPS FROME VILLAGE CENTRE

is starting to open up in September with some
of the usual activities.

Has anyone got any new ideas for small scale activities to
use the Village Centre and help people get out after

lockdown?

We are looking to the future.
If you are planning a party, meeting, conference, coffee morning, quiz,

your village hall is the ideal local venue:
two rooms, big kitchen, lots of parking.

Get in touch to plan it, even if it’s for next year.

We have set a maximum of 24 seated people in the main hall –
depending on the activity – possibly more where there are some
“bubbles” and with mitigation such as face coverings.  In fact face

coverings are now required except for exercise classes and in
designated seated refreshment areas.

Special Conditions of Hire apply and these cover cleaning, ventilation,
distancing, face coverings, B YO refreshments etc.

The regulations change, so please email for the latest version.

To arrange to have a look, or to book, contact Wendy Roberts on 01885 490327 or
email

bishfromecentre@aol.com

bishopsfromecentre.co.uk
for much more information and hiring charges

See the Covid - 19 Local Support tab on the website
for information about support and services available

Andy is there with the Post Office Outreach Services
in the small office by the main entrance

The Conference Room is not currently in use because better social distancing is provided by
the Main Hall, and to reduce cleaning needs. When it comes back into use, in current

circumstances the maximum number who can use it at one time will be 8

Activities currently planned – prebooking required
Mondays 10 - 12 Internet Cafe Isabel 01531 640981

Wednesday 2  Handicrafts Beryl 01531 640359

Monday 13.45 to 16.45
Wednesday 9.00 to 12.00
Thursday 9.00 to 12.00
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VICAR Rev. Steven Baggs tel: - 01885 490582
e-mail: stevenbaggs@me.com
PLEASE NOTE: Monday is Steven’s day off.

ASSOCIATE PRIEST Rev. Richard Allaway tel:07969 699270
             email: rja5204572fco@gmail.com

PARISH OFFICE The Rosary, Bishops Frome, Worcester, WR6 5AP
tel and fax tel - 01885 490229
e-mail: f r o m e v a l l e y @ i c l o u d . c o m

PARISH SECRETARY Eleanor Morris tel - 01885 490229
         (Wednesdays 9.30 to 11.30)

CHURCH WARDENS
ACTON BEAUCHAMP  Sally Wall 01886 884727

Jane Allan 01531 640227
BISHOPS FROME  Gill Lynch  01885 490845.
 Tony Davies 01885 490394

Heather Partridge (Deputy)01531  640157
CASTLE FROME Charles Pudge 01531640309
EVESBATCH  Richard Kuehn 01886 880259

 Diana Harrison 01531 631813
FROMES HILL Jill Southall 01531 640288

Joan Rose 01531640587
MUCH COWARNE Jean Parkes 01432 820402

Martin Hewitt 01432 820282
OCLE PYCHARD  John Ridler 01432 820328

Rosie Winn      01432 820763
STANFORD BISHOP      Rachael Hawkins  01886 884250

Jetta Hawkins 07973 239778

FROME VALLEY GROUP OF CHURCHES

Safeguarding Officer:  Eleanor Morris - 01885 490229

Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser:

  Mandy McPhee 07875757396 or m.mcphee@hereford.anglican.org

Editor & Advertising:

Sarah Sevastopulo Tel:01885 490896 e-mail: oldholbans@hotmail.com
or Post : Crumble Cottage, Bishops Frome. Worcester. WR6 5AU

LAST COPY DAY for the October  2020 issue of

 THE FROME VALLEY NEWS is: Monday 14th  September ‘20
 And the collection date will be :    TBC


