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Dear Everyone

Well sadly we are all still in lock-down (of one sort or another) and
some of our freedoms have still yet to return. We will have to
continue to show patience and forbearing in the hope that the
amazing NHS vaccination programme will get to everyone and then
we can return to whatever the ‘new normal’ looks like.

Recently in church one of the Bible readings we listened to was the
Parable of the Mustard Seed. This seemed to have some parallels
with our current state of change and Covid confusion. The mustard
seed of course represents the Kingdom of God and the parable itself shows how we cannot control
or harness that force. So it seems neither can we fully control Covid 19 but step by tiny step we
are getting our lives back (if not at the pace we would like).

Patience is also a virtue I have spoken about in a number of sermons I have preached lately, when
I have referenced that great writer Julian of Norwich. We are so used to everything happening
immediately in our lives, be that ordering goods from Amazon, fast food, online activity, even
our impatience in awaiting a response to an email we may have sent. So much so that we may
have forgotten the art of waiting. Yet some things cannot be rushed just as plants will only grow
in their own time, so also many things in our lives take time to develop. Covid and the lockdowns
have taught us again this valuable lesson. But we need to use this time of waiting to perhaps think
not just about what we have or what we dont have but like Julian of Norwich about who we are
and our relationship with God.
Summer is upon us, a time we can be outside hopefully enjoying the good weather and seeing
friends and family. And like the mustard seed perhaps we can grow into the people God wants us
to be.

Blessings, Richard

Ocle Pychard Ramblings
Greetings,
What a glorious late May bank holiday we have had. After so many weeks in the wet, cold and
gloom it has been wonderful. As I sit in the garden writing this article I can see house martins and
swallows dipping and diving overhead hunting the myriad of insects that have hatched and taken
to the air. Just in front of me two small blue butterflies are dancing their courtship display; what
a joy! Everywhere the sounds of small birds, larger birds, pheasants and lambs permeate the
atmosphere: there is an almost tangible feel of growing, greenness and new beginnings in all the
trees, bushes, gardens and wild life; so many things going on in the countryside around us. Who
said ”the countryside was peaceful and quiet?” Hopefully this wonderfully warm spell of good
weather will continue as it lifts the spirits and revives the soul.
Over at Ocle Pychard Church there continues to be a Holy Communion Service at 8.30am on the
first Sunday of every month and at the time of writing social distancing rules still apply. Let’s
hope that the Covid 19 coronavirus and all its variants are kicked into touch very soon.

In the meantime stay safe.
Contact Sally on: 01886884727 or email: maryann.ed.tom2@btinternet.com
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A Pilgrimage Through the Frome Valley

The Camino Frome Valley, which was postponed from last year, is finally being launched
on the Feast of St James, 25th July. The pilgrimage walk is 15km long and starts at St
James Stanford Bishop and ends at St James Ocle Pychard.

Pilgrims are free to start any time or even walk (or complete the walk) on a different day
as we hope to have everything open from this date onwards. Pilgrim passports can be
collected in Stanford Bishop and ink stamps are available in each church to record your
pilgrimage on your pilgrim passport.

On 25th July refreshments will be available in all four churches along the route with
services of Holy Communion in Stanford Bishop 8.30am, Bishops Frome 10am & Much
Cowarne 11.30am, feel free to walk in and join a service at any point.

Further details can be found on our website
http://caminofromevalley.simplesite.com

Dog Walkers in Bishops Frome please note…

I have received a complaint via the Parish Council about the amount of dog mess in Bishops
Frome Churchyard. This is a situation that has been getting progressively worse over the past few
years. If you walk your dog through the Churchyard can you please keep your dog on a lead and
clean up after it if it when on Church property? I have recently had to lead funeral processions up
the church path where there was dog mess along the route. Allowing your dog to foul this sacred
place is disrespectful and simply not on. If anyone is seen allowing their dog to foul in the
churchyard in future it will be reported to the local dog warden who has offered to come and deal
with the situation.

Rev’d Steven Baggs

ST. GILES' CHURCH

St. Giles' Church have now resumed the monthly, family communion, services.
These services take place on the first Sunday, of every month, at 11.30am.
It is wonderful to have our regular services back and people within the walls of St. Giles'
Church.
We love to see new faces and everyone is very welcome.

 Childline:   0800 1111
 Samaritans  116 123
 Domestic Violence Hotline: 0808 2000 247
 Mind    0300 123 3393

http://caminofromevalley.simplesite.com/


3

   Conquest Theatre
                                 We’re back…..
Ball & Boe Back Together
Recorded live the superstar pair will take on their favourite musicals . July 23 & 25 - 7.30 pm £15
Whitesocks Theatre Company A Minor Excursion
A fun-filled, family story-telling performance, based around the great British holiday.  Join us
for songs and poetry in this exciting, interactive performance.
Ideal for ages 5+ Thursday July 29th 2.30 pm  £7  under 5’s free
Our Star Theatre Company Sherlock’s Excellent Adventure
Follow Sherlock Holmes and his incomparable sidekick Dr John Watson on this riveting,
hitherto unpublished case. Saturday 31st July 7.30 pm

The Riverdance 25th Anniversary Show - Wednesday 11th August  7.30 pm

Andre Rieu: Together Again – Summer Concert Aug 28 & Sept 4   7.30 pm
Films 4 August  7.30 pm

August 6   Mrs Lowry & Son  PG
August 13  Secret Garden    PG
August 20  Military Wives   12A
August 27  The Good Liar   15

Save these dates October 19th - 23rd if you enjoyed Chicago then look out for another
stunning musical with the same director

        Saturday Coffee Shop open 10.30 – 12.30
Book online www.conquest-theatre.co.uk or 01885 488575

During the COVID-19 pandemic Bromyard
Community Transport are remaining open.

Transport for Covid Vaccinations
Cathy Marsh (Manager)     Bromyard Community

Transport Tel: 01885 488452

Careline  - Help at the push of a button
Careline can give you or your loved ones the
reassurance and peace of mind that if you require
help, it is not far away! Careline is a 24-hour personal
emergency response service, based in Hereford,
which is connected to your home through an alarm
unit linked to your telephone line. In times of need,
help is just the push of a button away!
For information please speak to our Careline team on
01432 384100. Herefordshire Careline is run by the
Independence Trust,  part of the Herefordshire
Housing Group.

Frome Valley Pastoral Group
The Pastoral Group are all very actively engaged in emailing and
telephoning people through out this difficult time. If you have any concerns
or would just like to speak to someone please call one of the group;

Rev’d Steven Baggs    01885 490582 stevenbaggs@me.com
Rev’d Richard Allaway   07969 699270   rja5204572fco@gmail.com

Mrs Judy Orgee    01531 640525 Tony & Liz Davis         01885 490394

HELP IS  STILL AT HAND
There is a Bromyard Support Group number -

07824 660480
 is there to help anyone who is isolating or just feel
like some support during these exceptional times.

http://www.conquest-theatre.co.uk/
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ST. MARY’S CHURCH MUCH COWARNE
Following the success of our Plant Sale which raised a final
total of just over £1027, we began to anticipate the reopening
of our church with the annual Spring Clean when volunteers
undertake a more thorough clean than is possible at the
monthly clean (again done by volunteers on a rota basis).

As can be seen from the photographs, cleaning the
windows and reaching the multitude of spiders’ webs
involved ingenuity but after two days of mopping,
sweeping and polishing, the church was ready to greet
the sunshine when it reopened for services at the beginning
of June. The small band of ladies and gentlemen did a
brilliant job and we thank them most sincerely.
Our regular pattern of services (Matins on the second Sunday of each month and Communion on the
fourth Sunday) has now resumed and although we still have to wear masks and keep to social distancing
with no hymns sung inside, at recent services we have sung a hymn outside at the end of each service
and also taken coffee outside so that people are able to enjoy a chat after the service whilst still observing
the regulations. The church is also now open every day thanks to the efforts of those on the Key Rota
and there is a permanent Book Sales Table in the church with provision for people to make a donation
for any books they take. The Prayer Tree is also still inside and all requests for prayers are collected and
the prayers offered, usually at the next service. If you wish prayers to be offered for anyone please use
one of the papers provided under the tree to write the request and then hang it on the tree.
Although it is unlikely that we shall be able to hold any large social or fundraising events this year, we
are discussing what might be possible and in the interim there are 3 events for your diaries:
COFFEE MORNING on Saturday July 3rd from 10.00am to 12 noon although we were originally
intending this to be a celebration of the lifting of most, if not all restrictions, we felt it should still take
place as a celebration of the reopening of our church building and a return to regular services with the
chance for parishioners and visitors to come together again in worship and friendship. Do please therefore
come and join us and enjoy our homemade cakes and a cup of coffee or tea or a cold drink, and take the
chance to mix and talk with others. This will also be a chance to browse the Books Sales Table.
PILGRIMAGE FROM STANFORD BISHOP TO OCLE CHURCH on Saturday July 25th. The official
opening of the Camino Frome Valley (see elsewhere in this Newsletter) on the Feast of St James will be
marked by a pilgrimage from St James Church at Stanford Bishop to Ocle Church. Participants will be
able to collect a “credencial” at Stanford Bishop and have it stamped at all churches along the route.
Services will be held at three of the churches, the final being at Much Cowarne at 11.30am rather than
our usual time of 10.00am.
CHURCH CRAWL on Saturday September 25th. This is organised by the Herefordshire Historic Churches
Trust for their members, this year it will start and finish at Much Cowarne where we shall be providing
refreshments. Whilst the actual Crawl is mainly for members/supporters, any parishioners who wish to
hear about the history of St Mary’s Much Cowarne are welcome to come along to the church.
All these occasions will require refreshments and the Churchwardens would be pleased to hear from
anyone who is willing to provide cakes or biscuits for any of them.
Whilst the postponement of the lifting of all Covid is a disappointment we hope that the next few weeks
will see containment of the virus and an easing of the pressure on all those who have worked so hard to
keep us safe.
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Stanford Bishop

this
coincides with St James’ Day 15km pilgrimage walk from St James’ Stanford Bishop
to St James’ Ocle Pychard.

 Refreshments available at St James’ Stanford Bishop from 8.30am



Castle Frome July/August 2021
News, Views & Muse

Family Service

Sunday 11th July &
8th August

10.00am

Family Service

Sunday 25th July &

22nd August

10.00am

This is a reverent and

informal service for the

family of the Church. All are

welcome. Coffee, tea and

squash served at the close of

the service, offering a time to

socialise.

The Knife Angel arrives in Hereford

The Knife Angel, a 27 foot sculpture arrived in Hereford on
Monday 14th June. It was commissioned for an

anti-violence campaign and as has made been made from
100,000 knives that have been either confiscated or handed into a

Knife Amnesty.

Jo and I went and watched the Knife Angel being installed.
It arrived on the back of a very large lorry with 3 cranes, and a
group of Motorbike out riders. It must have been a logistical

nightmare, it took over an hour for the installation to be
completed. It drew quite a large crowd whilst it was being lifted

by crane into position. The Knife Angel was in Hereford for a
month and will then move on to other parts of the United

Kingdom, doing a tour around the Country to raise awareness of
the horrors of knife crime. It is such a beautiful sculpture made

out of something which can cause such catastrophic injuries
when wielded in anger.

Like our Facebook Page St Michaels Church, Castle Frome
6
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Bishops Frome Parish Council
The council held its Annual Parish meeting via zoom in May, here are a summary of the reports
that were made.
The Chairman Councillor Andrew Nash reported that it had been a difficult year for the Council
learning to cope with a new way of working with meetings being held via zoom. During the year
a new Councillor – Cllr S Fallas had joined the Council and Mrs Nicky Carless had been appointed
Clerk. The Council had worked with the Village Centre by installing CCTV cameras and smart
water signs had been set up around the village. Financial support had been given to the Community
garden volunteers who were making good progress in making this a welcome space in the heart
of the village. In the coming year the Council would continue to working with responsible bodies
to investigate ways of reducing speeding in the Frome’s Hill area, the Parish Plan would be
reviewed and the stewardship of the Frome’s Hill Field would continue.
Reports were also made from the
Sports Committee
The use of the sports field had been limited due to the pandemic but Bromyard FC is hoping that
2021 would allow the resumption of the league. The field continues to be an open space enjoyed
by residents.
Bishops Frome Village Centre committee
It was reported that as currently the Trustees had unlimited liability they were looking to restructure
the committee using a model constitution from ACRE. On the 24 June there would be an open
meeting at which the proposed new structure would be put to the village. In the Centre CCTV
had been fitted in both the hall and shop, 2 solar panels had been installed and hot water was now
available in all the toilets. During the pandemic the hall had been used by the NHS which had
helped to support the finances of the Centre.
In the coming year their attention would turn to refurbishment of the disabled toilet and all internal
doors. The committee were also going to consult the community garden volunteers about a piece
of waste land by the side door of the hall.
Frome’s Hill Field Committee
It was noted that a mowing licence has been let during the year and another licence had been
awarded for 2021. Currently the management committee was receiving quotations to replace the
styles with easily accessible kissing gates and a new field gate off the main road was been moved
back into the field to allow better access by agricultural machinery.
Also in May the Annual meeting of the Parish Council was held when Councillor John Pudge
was elected as Chairman.
Meetings of the Parish Council will resume in the Village Centre on the second Tuesday of the
month staring at 7.30pm, except in August and December, and members of the public are always
welcome to attend.
Nicky Carless
Clerk to the Parish Council, clerk@bishopsfromeparishcouncil.co.uk
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Hello everyone – I hope you are enjoying the sunshine as much as me!  As I write
this column early one morning in mid-June, the birds are singing and it’s a cloudless
sky once again.  Despite the delay to the final stage of lifting lockdown, I know I
have been appreciating the fact that we can now meet family and friends more
easily.  And I am incredibly grateful to the wonderful NHS that has vaccinated so
many of us so quickly.   Fingers crossed that we really are emerging from the
pandemic now…
There is a lot to do in terms of recovery, which is why as a council we are currently working on a £6million
recovery plan, centred around helping boost the local economy, and supporting residents’ wellbeing.
The plan is currently being consulted on, and will be launched in early July.  It includes measures to
tackle unemployment, to support local businesses, and to support residents with mental health and
wellbeing – all vital parts of the recovery.
At the end of May the council held its AGM. For me this was an opportunity to look back on the last
two years, in which the Greens (7 councillors across the county) have been in administration with the
Independents for Herefordshire (now 20 councillors).  It’s been quite a couple of years, what with Covid
and flooding and continued funding pressures.  But I do think we have a lot to be proud of.
For one thing, we’ve been trying to do politics a bit differently – more consensually, reaching out across
party lines to try to work with others.  For example, some months ago we invited a Lib Dem councillor
(Paul Symonds) to be a ‘cabinet support member’ working with John Harrington (Cabinet member for
transport) on highways issues. Our efforts at cross-party cooperation are unfortunately not always
reciprocated (as we sadly saw at the AGM), but we will keep trying because we think that ultimately
we should be looking for common ground wherever possible!
We’ve also been working to change various aspects of the council’s culture.  I have to be honest, there
is considerable work to do to fix some of the problems of the past.  A lot of this work is behind the
scenes, but absolutely vital.
For example, we’ve been working to ensure that infrastructure projects are delivered on time and to
budget – something that should be standard practice, but unfortunately hasn’t always been achieved
in the past.   We are still dealing with emerging details of issues to do with projects from previous
administrations – including road-building projects that were very poorly handled, and for which our
administration is having to pick up the pieces financially. I can’t always go into details while we are
trying to unpick the problems internally, but I do want to assure you that I am on the case! Going forward,
we are now in much better shape as a council to avoid such problems in future, because we have
introduced robust project management for all our capital projects to ensure they have the attention
and oversight needed.
Another area where a root and branch review is taking place is in Children’s Services.   The council
received a deeply saddening High Court judgement in April this year, which was highly critical of the
actions of our Children’s Services department in a case stretching back to 2012.  The case has highlighted
some very serious issues, and the council is taking major steps to set things right.  We now have a new
Interim Director of Children’s Services in place plus several other new key staff, and an Improvement
Partner appointed by the Department for Education. We’ve conducted a full review of all children’s
care cases to identify any other issues of concern, and a detailed improvement plan is being developed
and implemented. We have appointed a new cabinet member and a new chair of the Children’s Scrutiny
Committee. And we’ve put in place new whistleblowing mechanisms, and an email address that any
resident can contact if you have any concerns you would like to raise about experiences with Children’s
Services: careconcerns@herefordshire.gov.uk.  I am deeply sorry and saddened by what has come to
light.  It was shocking to find that there had been so much drift and delay in how the council handled
the case that was subject to the High Court judgement, over many years.  It highlighted the need for
further improvement to how we as councillors carry out our oversight and challenge function – because
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the issues simply had not come to light through the monthly ‘Childrens Performance Challenge’ and
‘Corporate Parenting Panel’ sessions that I try to attend every month.  I am hopeful that, now that the
issues are fully recognised, and action is being taken to address them, the situation will improve – and
I am committed to asking even more, and tougher, questions to scrutinise the council’s work in this
vital area.
One more thing that gives me hope is that we have appointed a new Chief Executive, Paul Walker, who
started work with us at the beginning of May.  The issues that have come to light regarding infrastructure
projects and children’s services indicate that new leadership is sorely needed in the council, and Paul
is definitely providing that!  He is a very experienced Council Officer, who was previously a Chief Exec
in a rural Lakeland authority, so he brings lots of very relevant experience.  He’s clearly a doer, and he’s
brought renewed focus and energy to several projects that were previously stalled, so things are looking
positive on that front.
There is lots to look forward to.  For example, last week we got the fantastic news that the Hereford
Towns Fund bid has been awarded £22.4 million to invest in projects to boost the city.  If you haven’t
yet had a chance to look at the Stronger Hereford bid, I highly recommend having a look at the
website: https://strongerhereford.co.uk/. There’s a 2-minute video animation that explains the vision.
The projects in the bid were agreed by a diverse and dynamic Towns Fund Board made up of
representatives from business, the community sector, and the council.  I’ve been the council’s rep on
the Board, but it’s very much a team effort! I’m really pleased that the vision of a ‘green and fair’
Hereford has won so much support, and am very excited about the next stage! Each project now needs
to submit more detailed plans, and then a full business case, so it will take a year or so until construction
can actually start, but we’re on the way!
The Towns Fund is central government funding, allocated to 100 towns across the country. But of course
in Herefordshire we are very conscious that we need to invest in the whole of the county, not just the
city.  That is why our administration has set aside £20 million for investment in employment land and
economic development in the five market towns.  Over the past 9 months we have been supporting
the market towns to develop their own Economic Development Investment Plans as a basis for
identifying projects that could be funded either from council funds or government funds.  The reports
are nearly finished now – I’m going to a meeting about this today – and I am really hopeful that this will
give us a great platform for generating more investment all around the county.  (Please note - I haven’t
forgotten about the rural areas!   The next step is to make a plan for rural economic development
investment – but of course the market towns are key hubs for the rural areas too).
So, overall there is a lot to feel positive about.  Our Independent/Green administration has had a lot to
deal with in the past couple of years – on top of all the day to day challenges of potholes and drains! –
but we have been working our socks off to fix the problems of the past, and mobilise investment in the
future of Herefordshire. There’s lots more of course – I’ve run out of space here to talk about the work
we are doing on sustainable transport, and our ongoing very hard work to try to address phosphates
pollution in the Lugg and Wye catchments – so I will update you on those in my next column.  Until
then, I hope you enjoy the sunshine and the opportunity to spend time with family and friends in the
sunshine!  Keep well, and please do get in touch if you would like my help with anything:

Tel: 01531 670729 / 07950 714947,
Email: Ellie.chowns@herefordshire.gov.uk;

Facebook: www.Facebook.com/CllrEllieChowns.
All the very best, Ellie

Dr Ellie Chowns
Herefordshire Council

- Councillor for Bishops Frome and Cradley Ward
- Cabinet Member for Environment and Economy
- Leader of the Green Group

http://www.facebook.com/CllrEllieChowns
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Three Counties Chimney Sweep
* Trading Standards Approved*

* All Chimneys & Flues Swept
* Cowl & Pot Fitting Service
* Stove & Liner Installations
* Nest & Blockage Removal
* Stack and Roof Repairs
* Fully Insured

Call Ian on:
Tel: 01684 891005 Mobile 07403 277 436

Your Local Accredited Chimney Sweep

Drapes &Dressings
by Julie MacLeod (Est. 2005)

Beautifully handmade bespoke
curtains, roman blinds & soft furnishings

 - loose covers, roller blinds, cushions, new/renovation of handstitched lampshades
      Lovely fabrics, tracks & poles available - or customer’s own welcome.

  Ends of rolls & discontinued fabrics for sale – suitable for cushions, roman blinds etc.
             Free home visits for measuring and quotation, delivery and dressing-in.

            Telephone: 01885 490540  or  07845 479311
Email: drapesanddressingsbyjm@hotmail.co.uk

                                                                                   located at:
   Unit 4 Studios , Fromes Hill Services, HR8 1HT (top of Fromes Hill on A4103, behind convenience store)

A collection of individual workrooms with own sales areas: myself, Little Upholstery Co,
Charlie’s hairdressing, acrylic artist, taxidermist.

                      The Studios open Mon-Frid 10-4/weekends by appointment. Charlie Sat am’s too.
Free Parking.
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JOHN LEE

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
PAINTING

GENERAL  MAINTENANCE
&

 PROPERTY REPAIRS

Trustworthy * Reliable * Tidy
References available

Telephone: 01531 640073
Mobile:   07787 353809

Kiln DriedHardwood

FIREWOOD

01531 641999
Local Online Therapy
-  with Dr David Best

I provide local professional help for mental distress
and difficulties, even more prevalent in these
unusual times.
To have an experienced therapist to talk to, who
has helped others in similar circumstances, can
help to resolve the mental distress of a range of
relationship and mental health issues.

This help is available either on-line or in person
with appropriate social distancing.

Please look at web site;
www.localonlinetherapy.co.uk,

for information
and details of the services he offers, the

approach he uses, and how to contact me.

In particular, he offers support for:
· Depression

· Couples therapy
· Relationship counselling

· Employment difficulties
· Parenting challenges

· Stress and Trauma
· Anxiety

Fully trained & insured operators

Latest Equipment

Minimum drying times

We move furniture

Customer satisfaction guarantee

Oriental rug specialists

Stainshield treatment

Deodorizer treatment

Quotations on request
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BROMYARD COMMUNITY TRANSPORT

Transport Problems?
If you do not have access to a car or public

transport, call us, we can help get you going

Our Services
Go Dial a Ride and Community Cars

Day Outings and Shopping Trips
Group Minibus Transport

Wheelchair friendly minibuses and MPV

Why not volunteer as a driver
Help us today - you may need us tomorrow!

Call us on 01885 488452 or pop into the office
1 Rowberry Street, Bromyard, HR7 4DU

E: info@gobct.org.uk, www.gobct.org.uk

Tel: 07789 062450

CHRIS  TREUTTENS
Garden & Landscape Services

Including

DRY STONE WALLING & HEDGELAYING



·    Windows
·      Doors – Composite, Patio, French, and Bi-Fold
·        Porches and Conservatories
·          Fascia, Soffits and Guttering
·            Sealed Glass Units

FAMILY OWNED AND RUN LOCAL MANUFACTURERS
www.3d-windows.co.uk

Tel:   01432 278020
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE.

3D Windows

KEVIN   ROBERTS
DOMESTIC PLUMBING

BATHROOMS

CENTRAL HEATING

TAPS AND WASHERS

OIL BOILER SERVICES

OFTEC REGISTERED

UNVENTED REGISTERED

TELEPHONE: 01886 880384

MOBILE 07976 879719

24 HOUR SERVICE

14
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Private freelance
chauffeur serving all

of Herefordshire
and the surrounding

areas.

Telephone: 01432 850985
Mobile Tel: 07941 993213

www.herefordshirechauffeur.co.uk

Red Kite
Pest Control

Combining Tradition and Innovation

For all your local Pest Control
requirements

All INSECT , RODENT and
WILDLIFE Pests

Free Advice, free no obligation
Quotations

------------------------ALSO------------------------

TAXIDERMY
I’m interested in purchasing

unwanted pieces of
taxidermy

(for private collection)

Telephone Andy Staples on:
07977 044987 / 01886 832730

Acer Tree Services
Free no obligation quotes for all of your Tree work

requirements

Tel: 01432 860839

Mob: 07774 134577

Joe.brandt@btconnect.com

24hr Emergency call out service

Fully Insured, Qualified and Audited regularly

  Experienced – Knowledgeable – Professional
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Aerial photography by Drone

Crop Walking
and Building Photography

 Aerial photography of Woodland
CAA Licensed Commercial Pilot

Jenson Jones
01885 483445
07974 604247

13

Woodlands Country Cat Hotel
“Where cats are at home”

Caring, family run, modern cattery
near Ledbury. Indoor pens with
outdoor views.

Heated sleeping beds.

Visit our website: wcchotel.co.uk

Tel - 01531 670677
Email - wcchotel@gmail.com

Woodlands, Falcon Lane, Ledbury HR8 2JW

Painting and Decorating
Email: Multicolours@tiscali.co.uk

11 Hereford Rd.  Bromyard.

I offer competitive rates & excellent
services

For a free quotation please call:

Home: 01885 482149

Mobile: 07870 110124

MIDWAY STORES
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Bishops frome community Shop

Village Centre
OPEN

7.30am to 5pm Weekdays

7.30 am to Noon on Saturdays

7.30 am to Noon on Sundays

As well as stocking a large range of everyday products

 we can take orders for Papers, Milk, Bread, Cakes, Meat,

All delivered fresh on a daily basis.

Local Food for Local People

We now are also an Agent for Priory Cleaners
01885 490496

Mr Whippy
Coffee to go

& More

3 New Road,
Bromyard HR7 4AH

Telephone 01885 489900.
Email: ebfuneralservices.co.uk

www.ebfuneralservices.co.uk

A local independent
Funeral Director

offering a personal
24 hour service

SEZ  ELECTRIZ
YOUR FRIENDLY LOCAL DOMESTIC

INSTALLER

PART “P” QUALIFIED
Find me on the electrical safety register

(ELECSA Registered)

 For all your local domestic needs

INCLUDING-
  Fault Finding & Safety Checks
  Extra sockets or lights
  Fuse boards & rewires
  Routine Testing—“House M. O. T.”
  Security Lighting a speciality
  Fully insured

  No job too small
                              Please phone MIKE on;
 01885490726  or
 Mob 07957391974
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The Green Dragon at Bishop’s Frome

It’s what all village pubs
should be like

The Green Dragon
Bishop’s Frome

WR6 5BP 01885 490607

For the latest news, join us on

Facebook and Instagram

Seabright & Co
Professional Decorating

Domestic and Commercial
Painting and Decorating

▪ Interior & Exterior
▪ Wall coverings
▪ Renovation & new work
▪ Fully Qualified
▪ Paint and design advise

Tel: 07711 993590
Tel: 01885 485973

Email: matthewseabright@hotmail.com

16 Enderby House, Linton, Bromyard
Herefordshire.HR7 4QJ

CECILIA HALL DANCE CENTRE

07443 872188
ceciliahalldance@live.co.uk

ADULT DANCE and FITNESS CLASSES
MONDAYS
10am    Zumba Gold
10.40am  Adult Ballet
11.45am  FitSteps
1.30pm   Tap Dance
2.30pm   Adult Ballet

TUESDAYS
9.20am   Pilates
10.30am Tap Dance
11.30am FitSteps
1.50pm   Silver Swans Ballet for over 55's
3pm    Belly Dance

WEDNESDAYS
9.30am   Modern Jazz/Lyrical Dance
10.35am  Adult Ballet
11.45am  FitSteps
12.50pm  Flamenco
2pm    Adult Ballet
3pm    Pilates

THURSDAYS
10am   FitSteps
11.15am Silver Swans Ballet for over 55's
2pm    New Silver Swans Ballet for over 55's
8pm    New Zumba class TBC

FRIDAYS
9.30am    Dance Mix Gold
10.30am  Silver Swans Ballet for over 55's
11.45am  FitSteps
2.45pm    New Zumba class TBC

SATURDAYS
8.45am    New Zumba class TBC

SUNDAYS
8.45am   Pilates
10am    FitSteps

Classes held in Great Malvern.

Pre- book as social distancing still in operation.

Children's classes also available.



THE CHASE INN
BISHOPS FROME

THE CHASE INN
Its good to be open again, with a new exciting menu. While we
have been closed, our pub has been decorated and the whole

pub has had a good spring clean to fall in line with government
guidelines.

Hygiene is at the forefront of our minds, to keep our customers
safe, in the climate we now find ourselves in.

We have 6 letting rooms, single, twins , double, double deluxe
and a large family room all en-suite.

On Sundays our joker is played around 5pm come and join us
and find out about it.

Our restaurant is open from 6pm Monday to Saturday and
12noon on Sundays.

Our bar is open at 4pm Monday to Saturday and 12 noon on
Sundays,

Come and join us for good ale, lagers and good food
We look forward to seeing you.

TO BOOK A  TABLE, AND OR A
ROOM PLEASE CONTACT US

ON :
01885 490358.

EMAIL: THECHASEINN.4@GMAIL.COM

OR
FIND US ON FACE BOOK.
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Sixteen fully licensed double units
Custom-built luxury central heated accommodation
Special diets or additional requirements happily catered for
Set in beautiful Herefordshire countryside at Burley Gate
Licensed by Hereford Council : ANB48
Viewing welcome : By appointment only

For booking enquiries, prices or additional
information, please contact us on

01432 820066
or email us at theholliescattery@gmail.com

Find us on www.facebook.com/theholliescattery
www.theholliescattery.com
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From Hereford Diocese
As you read this the Wimbledon tennis tournament will be well underway, albeit
with reduced seating capacity.  A recent development in coverage has been the
thrusting of a microphone into the players' faces immediately after the final. It
usually starts with the question, “how are you feeling now you have won/ lost?”
with the cameras poised to zoom in at the first sign of moisture around the eyes.
Gone are the delightful days of Ile Nastasi, who when asked by a reporter how he
felt after losing, replied, “absolutely fantastic, next stupid question!”
A few weeks ago, the Japanese tennis player Naomi Osaka was forced to withdraw
from a tournament because she refused to participate in post-match publicity. Quite
rightly, she suggested that to put losing players under that sort of pressure in public wasn’t good for their mental
health. Some would say, that being in the public eye makes you fair game. But this isn’t the same as the press
offering proper scrutiny.  It's using the pain of others as a form of entertainment. You see it all the time in certain
news programmes.  The same zooming in as the tears flow; the same probing questions to elicit an emotional
response.
I think Jesus is mercifully more respectful of our privacy than that. Even if Christians have a dispute with one
another, he suggests trying to deal with it in private first, not sharing our grievances through blind copied emails.
It may be that over this time of COVID disputes have festered electronically.  As we can more freely meet face
to face, it will be good to get back into the habit of these private conversations.

 This is the first time I’ve written one of these articles since I moved to south
Shropshire and was collated as Archdeacon of Ludlow at the end of April, so I’d
like to begin by thanking you for the very warm welcome my family and I have
received among you here in the archdeaconry and the wider diocese. Moving house
during a pandemic was a challenge, but we were well supported all the way, not
least by the prayers of those in both dioceses: St Albans and Hereford.
Like you, I’m hopeful that we may now be entering a time where the necessary
restrictions under which we’ve lived for the past year will ease, and I can get out

and about more to visit parishes, beginning to get to know the clergy and people in our schools, churches, and
wider communities.
You may be wondering what my hopes and prayers for the coming years are. In many ways they’re summed up
in the reading from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians which was read at my collation:
“I pray that out of his glorious riches God may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being,
so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love,
may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the
love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge – that you may be filled to the measure of all the
fullness of God.
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at
work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever!
Amen.”
- Ephesians 3:16-21
I long that each of us in the churches across the diocese may know the fullness of the love of God in Christ
ourselves, and may be equipped and inspired to share that love with those around us in our homes, families,
schools, workplaces, and places of leisure. I pray that this faith and love will fill you, and our churches, villages,
and towns.
A tall order? Maybe. But at the end of the passage we’re reminded that God can do immeasurably more than all
we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us. That’s the grounds for my confidence as,
together, we move on and out in faith, filled with hope, to share the love of Christ with our lips and our lives.
Arch Deacon, Fiona
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Yvonne's SheD

Unisex Hairstylist
Stonehouse
Munderfield

HR7 4JT
**01885490775
07795575547

Country Buds
countrybuds@hotmail.co.uk
01885490775
07795575547
All aspects of floral art
funeral tributes,
wedding venues,bridal etc

New Number

Northdown Curtains
  For a full installation service or self-fit
We Make: Curtains with hand sewn
headings, Roman Blinds, also soft
furnishings to match if required. We have
a carefully selected range of fabric books,
trimmings and hardware catalogues with
samples available.
We can supply and fit: Fabrics, Poles,
Curtain track, Blind track (manual or
electric). Made to measure Blinds by Intu
and Perfect Fit to suit your window frame.
Demo samples available on request.

For friendly helpful advice or a free
quote Please contact Julie Ball on:
01531 640722 mobile 07833 703490

northdowncurtains@gmail.com

RKH CHAUFFEUR SERVICE
PRIVATE HIRE TAXI

Professional  Prompt Friendly
Based in Cradley

All UK Airports, Business Trips,
Sporting Events, Parties, etc.

Long and Local Trips

Booking Essential
Call Richard 07990 552531

Email: rkhill2014@outlook.com



The Frome Valley Group

JULY 2021
4th 11th 18th 25th 1st Aug

Acton Beauchamp 11.30am Holy
Communion Fr
David West

11.30am Holy
Communion
SB

Bishops Frome 10.00am Holy
Communion
RA

10.00am Holy
Communion
SB

10.00 Holy
Communion
SB

10.00 Holy
Communion
Rev Michael
Gallagher

10.00am Holy
Communion
SB

Castle Frome 10.00am Family
Service
Lay led

10.00am Family
Service
Lay Led

Evesbatch

Fromes
Hill

10.00am Matins
Lay Led

11.30am Holy
Communion
SB

10.00am
Matins
Lay Led

Much Cowarne 10.00am Matins
TBA

11.30am Holy
Communion
SB

Ocle Pychard 8.30am Holy
Communion
RA

8.30am Holy
Communion
SB

Stanford Bishop 8.30am Holy
Communion
SB

Trinity 5
Green
2 Samuel 5.1-5,9-
10
Psalm 48
Mark 6.1-13

Trinity 6
Green
2 Samuel 6.1-
5,12b-19
Psalm 24
Mark 6.14-29

Trinity 7
Green
2 Samuel 7.1-14a
Psalm 89.20-37
Mark 6.30-34,53-56

St James
Red
Acts 11.27 - 12.2
Psalm 126
2 Corinthians 4.7-15
Matthew 20.20-28

Trinity 9 Green
2 Samuel 11.26
- 12.13a Psalm
51.1-13 John
6.24-35

04.06.21 22



Ocle Pychard 8.30am Holy
Communion
SB

Stanford Bishop 8.30am Holy
Communion
SB

Trinity 9
Green
2 Samuel 11.26 -
12.13a
Psalm 51.1-13
John 6.24-35

Trinity 10 Green
2 Samuel 18.5-
9,15,31-33
Psalm 130 John
6.35,41-51

The Blessed Virgin
Mary
White
Isaiah 61.10,11
Psalm 45.10-17
Luke 1.46-55

Trinity 12
Green
1 Kings 8. 22-30,41-
43
Psalm 84
John 6.56-69

Trinity 13 Green
Song of
Solomon 2.8-13
Psalm 45.1-2,6-
9*
Mark 7.1-
8,14,15,21-23

04.06.21

AUGUST 2021
1st 8th 15th 22nd 29th

Acton Beauchamp 11.30am Holy
Communion SB

Bishops Frome 10.00am Holy
Communion
SB

10.00am Holy
Communion
SB

10.00 Holy
Communion
SB

10.00 Holy
Communion
Fr David West

Castle Frome 10.00am Family
Service

10.00am Family
Service
Lay Led

Evesbatch

Fromes
Hill

10.00am Matins
Lay Led

11.30am Holy
Communion
SB

Much Cowarne 10.00am Matins
TBA

10.00am Holy
Communion
SB

10.00am Group
Service
SB

THE FROME VALLEY GROUP
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FROM THE REGISTERS

Weddings

The Wedding of  Kate Leese and Gerald Allen took place on 5th June 2021 at St Mary the Virgin, Bishops
Frome.

Funerals

The Burial of  Stan Little who died on 30th April 2021, aged 72 took  place on 20th May 2021 at St Giles,
Acton Beauchamp.           ,

The Funeral of Ralph Pullen who died on 4th May 2021, aged 92, took  place on 26th May 2021 at St Mary
the Virgin, Bishops Frome.           ,

The Funeral of Doris Hooper who died on12th May 2021, aged 86, took  place on 3rd June 2021at  St Mary
the Virgin, Much Cowarne.          ,

May They Rest in Peace.

ST MARY THE VIRGIN, BISHOPS FROME

DATE READER                                PRAYERS

July 4th                           Sarah                                       TBA
July 11th                        Tony W                                    TBA
July 18th                        Lucy Cranmore                         Liz
July 25th                        Martin                                      TBA

Aug 1st                           Sarah                                       TBA
August 8th                      Sheila                                       TBA
August 15th                   Gill S,                                        Liz
August  22nd                 Angela                                       TBA
August 29th   Group Service 10.00am St Mary’s, Much Cowarne

Sept 5th                         Sarah                                          TBA

ST JAMES THE GREAT, OCLE PYCHARD

Date        Day         Time           Service         Reader       Sidesman    Flowers/Cleaning
July 4th     Trinity 5              8.30am      Holy Communion    J Ridler         S Ridler        R Morgan

Aug 1st     Trinity 9              8.30am      Holy Communion    J Godfrey     J Ridler         E Ecroyd



To arrange to have a look, or to book, contact
Wendy Roberts on

01885 490327 or email
bishfromecentre@aol.com

Covid guidelines change so if you are thinking
of booking for the future, please email for the

latest version of the Special Conditions of Hire.

Mon 13.45 to 16.45
Tues 13.00 to 14.30
Wed 9.00 to 12.00
Thurs 9.00 to 12.00

bishopsfromecentre.co.uk
for much more information

and hiring charges

The Talk Community Hub at Bishops Frome
Regular weekly Cafés, on Thursdays 10am to 12 noon
Please come along and join our drop in coffee-and-cake meet-ups where,
apart from socialising, meeting new people, making new connections, you
will be able to get help to use the internet to get information about things
to make life better, from the Talk Community Directory online. Please
email us if you can help too.

BISHOPS FROME VILLAGE CENTRE

Still at Step 3 of the Roadmap until 19 July, but activities continue with
limited capacity and other Covid 19 Secure guidelines – pre-booking is
required at least until we get to Step 4. Group leaders will have contacted
regulars, but if you wish to contact them to ask about capacity, details are
available on our website, on the Contacts tab. Watch out for news on
Facebook too.
Monday -    Internet Café, 10am to 12
Monday -    Board Games, 2pm to 4pm, first
Mondays    Monday - Tai Kwon Do, 6pm
Tuesday -   Zumba with Nicki, 10am
Tuesday -   Zumba with Bev, 7pm
Wednesday -  Needlecraft, 2pm to 4pm
Wednesday -  Kick Boxing, 7pm
Thursday -   Talk Community Café (see below) - all welcome
Friday -    Tai Kwon Do, 6pm

25
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VICAR Rev. Steven Baggs tel: - 01885 490582
e-mail: stevenbaggs@me.com
PLEASE NOTE: Monday is Steven’s day off.

ASSOCIATE PRIEST Rev. Richard Allaway tel:07969 699270
             email: rja5204572fco@gmail.com

PARISH OFFICE The Rosary, Bishops Frome, Worcester, WR6 5AP
tel and fax tel - 01885 490229
e-mail: f r o m e v a l l e y @ i c l o u d . c o m

PARISH SECRETARY Eleanor Morris tel - 01885 490229
         (Wednesdays & Fridays  9.30 to 11.45)

CHURCH WARDENS
ACTON BEAUCHAMP  Sally Wall 01886 884727

Jane Allan 01531 640227
BISHOPS FROME  Gill Lynch  01885 490845.
 Tony Davis 01885 490394
CASTLE FROME Charles Pudge 01531640309
EVESBATCH  Richard Kuehn 01886 880259

 Diana Harrison 01531 631813
FROMES HILL Jill Southall 01531 640288

Joan Rose 01531640587
MUCH COWARNE Jean Parkes 01432 820402

Martin Hewitt 01432 820282
OCLE PYCHARD  John Ridler 01432 820328

Rosie Winn         01432 820763
STANFORD BISHOP      Rachael Hawkins      01886 884250

Jetta Hawkins 07973 239778

FROME VALLEY GROUP OF CHURCHES

Safeguarding Officer:  Eleanor Morris - 01885 490229

Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser:

  Mandy McPhee 07875757396 or m.mcphee@hereford.anglican.org

Editor & Advertising:

Sarah Sevastopulo e-mail: oldholbans@hotmail.com

PARISH OFFICE OPEN - Wednesdays & Fridays  9.30 to 11.45

LAST COPY DAY for the September  2021 issue of

 THE FROME VALLEY NEWS is: Monday  9th August ‘21
 And the collection date will be :    TBC


