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February’s Letter

The Joy of Sadness

February already! I’m not sure about you, but the past weeks and months seem
to have been a blur of activity - I’m half expecting to wake up tomorrow and
have arrived at Easter! These wintery months are a difficult time of the year for
many of us at the best of times - let alone in the midst of a pandemic. We have
seen the effects once again over the winter, with cancelled services and an
increased wariness of social interaction.

I am assured it is suitably cold enough now to groan about the weather - back in November and December I was
complaining about the drop in temperature, to which I received an almost universal reply of ‘it’s not cold yet, just
you wait!’ I can see now what you all meant! I hadn’t been aware that my homeland of Northamptonshire was so
temperate a climate, but there you go!

What with the cold, damp, and increasing worry over our interactions, it is easy to see how this time of year may
be a very lonely one for people. With loneliness often comes sadness; despair, even. Unsurprisingly, we think of
sadness as a bad thing - we’re rather happy when we’re happy, it turns out! But I think that this is a little too
simplistic of an idea. We can all remember times in our lives when initial sadness leads to eventual understanding
or reconciliation - often, we come out the other end a stronger, more developed person. The ending of a relationship,
for example, may be a bitter pill to swallow at the time, but we may think we’ve had a lucky escape when we
reminisce a few years down the line!

No one from the Bible does sadness quite as well as Job. He curses the day of his birth (Job 2:4), he wishes God
would cut him off (6:9), and complains of the hopelessness of his life (all of chapter 7!) A cheery fellow indeed!
And yet, despite all of these complaints, despite the suffering and punishment that has befallen him, Job still trusts
in the Lord - ‘though He slay me, I will hope in Him.’ (13:15) Despite all the sadness in his life, Job was still
devoted to God - he knew that, whatever might befall him, God was his creator.

When the Messiah comes, He tells us what the reward for our devotion will be - eternal salvation alongside Our
Father in Heaven. John 10:27-28 records Jesus’ words: ‘my sheep will hear my voice, and I know them, and they
follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.’ Being
a sheep is not meant to be easy - there will be times that we lose sight of the Shepherd, when the wolves attack
us. Jesus does not promise that our lives as His sheep will be easy - but He does promise that they will be worth
it.

This is not to say that we should not feel sad at all. Christ himself wept with the other mourners at Lazarus’ tomb.
He cried out to God for forsaking Him on the cross. Jesus was not only fully divine, He was also fully human -
He understood the pains and sufferings of the human condition. So yes, we should feel sad. Yes, we should mourn,
lament, get upset. But we should also ultimately rest and take abundant joy in the knowledge that God knows all,
controls all, and loves us all - ‘what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to
walk humbly with your God?’ (Malachi 6:8).

Ewan
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Childline:   0800 1111
Samaritans  116 123
Domestic Violence Hotline: 0808 2000 247
Mind    0300 123 3393
Age UK   0800 169 6565

Careline  - Help at the push of a button
Careline can give you or your loved ones the
reassurance and peace of mind that if you
require help, it is not far away! Careline is a
24-hour personal emergency response service,
based in Hereford, which is connected to your
home through an alarm unit linked to your
telephone line. In times of need, help is just
the push of a button away!
For information please speak to our Careline
team on 01432 384100. Herefordshire
Careline is run by the Independence Trust,
part of the Herefordshire Housing Group.

HELP IS  STILL AT HAND
There is a Bromyard Support Group number -

07824 660480
 is there to help anyone who is isolating or just feel
like some support during these exceptional times.

Frome Valley Pastoral Group

The Pastoral Group are all very
actively engaged in emailing and
telephoning people through out this
difficult time. If you have any
concerns or would just like to speak
to someone please call one of the
group;

 Rev’d Steven Baggs
 01880490582 stevenbaggs@me.com

 Rev’d Richard Allaway
07969 699270   rja5204572fco@gmail.com

 Mrs Judy Orgee    01531 640525

Tony & Liz Davis       01885 490394

NEED A LOCAL &
RELIABLE

WINDOW
CLEANER?

MEMBE
R

www.mywindowcleaner.co.uk

W
C

AD
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Highly professional
pure water cleaning

service, with all work fully
insured

and 100% guaranteed.
Visit our website to see

great

This advertising space could be yours

Contact Sarah Sevastopulo
email: oldholbans@hotmail.com

Rates per issue:
£3.00 eighth page,
£6.00 quarter page,

£10.00 half page,
 £20.00 whole page

During the COVID-19 pandemic Bromyard
Community Transport are remaining open.

Transport for Covid Vaccinations
Cathy Marsh (Manager)     Bromyard

Community Transport Tel: 01885 488452
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Ocle Pychard Ramblings
The winter is upon us and it will soon be the shortest day, soon we will be looking forward to the
lengthening days and the hint of spring on the horizon. Each season has its own personality and
at this time (in December as I write this article) it has to be the frosty mornings, seeing ones breath
in the air and kicking up fallen leaves along the country lanes and footpaths. The sun lies so low
on the horizon, giving very little warmth, and the cold air nips at your fingertips. When I was a
child I loved running through the woodlands near my home and tossing the dried, brown or golden
leaves all over the place. I loved to look at the shapes that the trees made minus their summer
finery (I still do). If you look closely at the trunks of the older trees you can often see faces in the
bark and other wonderful things. With the dark nights I must admit that there is nothing I enjoy
more than sitting in front of the fire with a mug of hot chocolate or something a little stronger!
What luxury.
However with the turning of the year and 2022 on the horizon I look forward with optimism to
the beginning of another chapter in the book of life and hope that it will be a good year for us all.
There are so many wonderful opportunities out there to be experienced if we look in the right
places.
I wish everyone a very happy, healthy new year and hope that you all stay safe with your families
and friends.
Sally Ridler
Please note :
There will be no 8.30am Holy Communion at Ocle Pychard Church on the first Sunday of January.
Services will resume as normal at 8.30am in February 2022

CONQUEST THEATRE  BROMYARD
Live events
Feb 11th Neil Maya Quartet 1959 (Arts Alive) 7.30pm
After the success of its Brubeck Project for Arts Alive back in 2019 the quartet is proud to
present its new show. 1959 is often considered an extremely influential year for jazz with
new sub genres beginning plus the release of some of the finest jazz albums ever including
Miles Davis’ Kind of Blue and Dave Brubeck’s Time Out.
Conquest Productions present
Hi De Hi

Hello Campers! Britain's favourite holiday camp is opening its doors Live on stage at the
Conquest!
Join us for a foot tapping, rib tickling nostalgic trip back to the 1960's of Maplins
Feb  17 18 19 24 25 26  7.30pm
Film
Feb 4 No Time to Die
See Daniel Craig as James Bond for the final time  12A  7.30pm
Screenings
Feb 3 ROH Romeo & Juliet 7.30pm
Feb 5 NY Met Opera Rigoletto (encore ) 5.55pm

Book now online www.conquest-theatre.co.uk or box office 01885 488575
Coffee shop now open Saturday 10.30-12.30 everyone welcome

http://www.conquest-theatre.co.uk/
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The Friends of St. Mary’s Church Building Bishop’s Frome.

The Friends of the St Mary’s Church Building Bishop’s Frome’s Annual General
Meetings for 2021 and 2022 will be held in Bishop’s Frome Church

on Sunday February 13th after the Church Service.
John Pudge
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THE CLOSET PHILATELIST

You may be wondering what the title of this article means, well I will tell you. Philatelists are
people who collect the Stamps, and Postal History of any and all countries they are interested
in and by nature tend to keep to themselves what they collect. Let me start by explaining who
these people are:
THE STAMP COLLECTOR
These are people who collect any stamps which take their fancy from whatever country they
choose
THE THEMATICIST
These are people who collect stamps on a specific theme, it may be Birds, Reptiles, Amphibians,
Cathedrals, Coats of Arms, Weapons, Chateaus, Castles etc. for example I know someone who
has a collection of over 1000 stamps and Post Cards and Stationery solely concerning Golf and
another one whose collection covers Parrots
THE PHILATELIST
This is someone who collects from a specific country or a period in that countries history ands
by nature is extremely knowledgeable about their subject
POSTAL HISTORY
Envelopes, Pre Stamped Post Cards, Air Letters etc

As for me I am a Philatelist and I collect only from a country called Burma (now since 1989 called
Myanmar- (which in Burmese script means Land of the Peacock) When I was a lad some 60 years
ago Stamp collecting was a popular hobby which I indulged in as many of my mates did, sadly
this hobby is now an 'old persons' domain due to the advent of social media and other more
modern interests, I belong to a Society in Worcester where at 74 years of age I am pretty much
the same age as all the other members.
 I got started on Burma because of my Grand Father Ernie, he was by trade a Wheelwright and
Carpenter who served an apprenticeship with Mr. Preston at Ridgeway Cross, In 1912 he joined
the Royal Artillery and was charged with repairing and maintaining Gun Carriages and coaches,
as in those days most carriages and also other transportation in the Military were horse drawn.
My Grand Father was posted to Burma where he spent some 4 years and his correspondence
to my Grandmother Annie form the basis of my collection. When my Grand parents passed away
this correspondence was given to my father Charlie as no other member of the family was
interested, when my father passed away in 1985 I was given these letters and was frankly
fascinated by them so this started my rejuvenated collecting interest which I have continued off
and on to this day.
I have pen friends in Burma who send me material, one of whom is a retired Minister of
Agriculture, another one is a Tour Guide  and my third pen friend is a lady Veterinary Surgeon
who looks after working Elephants in the Hard Wood forests of Burma. It has transpired that I
know a lot about Burma without ever having visited that country, it is on my Bucket List but who
knows we, none of us can predict what the future holds, but I intend to hang on in there as long
as possible. What will happen to my collection I do not know but I have enjoyed working on it
which in lockdown was a godsend. I intend a Part two to this article wherein I can show some
of the stuff in my collection

Godfrey (Geoff) Norman
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From Bishop Richard
Hello everyone and a very happy New Year. We pray that this year might be
one in which we finally emerge from COVID into something like normality,
whatever that is, and however we remember it.   Having not experienced it
myself in this part of the world, I can’t wait!
We took a few days break in my parents flat in Plymouth after Christmas.  It’s
a fascinating maritime city, home to a university and some rather unpleasant
60’s architecture that replaced much that was destroyed in the WW2 bombing.
At the top of the hill overlooking the harbour is Plymouth Hoe, where Francis
Drake allegedly finished his game of bowls rather than be distracted by the threatening Spanish
Armada. In modern parlance, he was a leader showing a non-anxious presence!
As we begin any year it is easier to be overwhelmed by challenges rather than look forward with hope.
This year, besides COVID, we have the economic challenge of growing inflation, and from a church
perspective issues with which we’ll be familiar.  At the end of last year, I conducted 10 listening events
around the diocese. The quartet raised at all the meetings won’t surprise you – numbers, money,
buildings and age profile. We are confronted with these every time we go to church, so it's no surprise
they tend to dominate our thinking.
This is the backdrop for our conversations this year about our diocesan strategy.  Another common
response I got at the meetings, when I asked people about our current strategy, was, “What’s that?”
Given the huge amount of work colleagues put into producing it and the amount of communication and
consultation involved in drawing it up, that’s disappointing.
But a diocese is a complex organisation. Inevitably, people’s energy and focus starts locally and declines
the further out you go. So, unless strategic stuff connects with local issues its likely to be seen as
irrelevant and thus ignored. I’m convinced that whatever emerges must at least be seen to address the
issues pre-occupying people in the parishes as well as encourage us in renewed missional energy.
I wonder whether part of our problem is that within living memory we were used to being at the top table
culturally, politically and in our local communities.  We are all too aware of our weaknesses and therefore
anything that sounds like demands to do more is most unwelcome. It's all we can do to keep the current
show on the road, and even more depressing when we know that our very best efforts aren’t keeping
it on the road in any case.
But what if that’s the place that mission is meant to start from? What if the times we look back on
nostalgically when we had the people, the money, the social standing and the resources were actually
a liability rather than an asset. You may be horrified by this, but I’d invite you to look at the experience
of mission in the Gospels.  When Jesus sent out the 12 and the 72 he gave them specific instructions
not to take all that they needed. Luke 10: 5 says, “Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves.
Do not take a purse, or bag or sandals, and do not greet anyone on the road.” More than that, he said
you should be dependent on the very people to whom you offer ministry. When Jesus appeared to the
disciples after the resurrection they were afraid initially, overjoyed at his presence and then sent out to
get on with it.
What if we started discussions about strategy recognising that in human terms many of our problems
are intractable and we simply don’t have the resources to address them?  What if that didn’t lead us to
despair, but to a hopeful desperation that drove us to prayer. What if our hope was based not on our
strategic ingenuity but on the grace and power of the Holy Spirit? What if we saw weakness not as
something to conceal or be afraid of, but as an opportunity to demonstrate Spirit-led creativity, to
increase our dependence on the Lord and to grant us a fresh focus and clarity? What if our honesty
and vulnerability made the Gospel we proclaim and live by more credible not less?
I start 2022 hopeful because there is a throne room in heaven and there is someone sitting on it. But
that person isn’t a demanding tyrant or an awesome angel, but (as Revelation 5: 6 says) a lamb, looking
as if it had been slain. The resurrected Jesus said to his disciples in the upper room, after he showed
them the scars of the crucifixion, “as the Father has sent me, I am sending you. When we feel weak
and powerless, we merely go as he did, but empowered by something far beyond ourselves. It's that
which makes 2022, as every year, a year of hope. + Richard



                  Stanford Bishop News

Dear All,

We are now into the second month of the New Year; the
weather is improving minute by minute starting to reveal
more day light.
As the temperature begins to rise frogs spawn can be seen
populating ponds as frogs wake from hibernation.
Songbirds become active, thrushes with their wistful
drifting phrases of song, nuthatches with their exotic vocal
range awakens the countryside.
Groves of snowdrops are a welcome bloom; hazel’s
golden catkins begin to open along with glossy green
ferns. In the garden Daphne, Sarcocca and Mahonia fill
the air with scent.
February lambing is taking place while others are preparing for march lambing.
Our wonderful countryside is starting to emerge with life.

Saturday 5th February – Snowdrops & Homemade Soup with crusty
bread at St James’12 Noon – 1.30pm all welcome draw to take place.
See main poster for more details.
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ST. GILES' CHURCH, ACTON BEAUCHAMP

Acton Beauchamp PCC would like to wish you all A Very Happy New Year.
We very much hope that 2022 is the year that Covid 19 does not continue, to cast it's shadow
over us, and subdue the Church activities.
Fortunately we were able to hold our service, of carols by candlelight, on Friday the 10th of
December.
Following the service, the congregation were very kindly invited to Church House, by Laurence
and Stacey Mutkin, where we were treated to Mulled Wine and Mince Pies. Many, many thanks
to Laurence and Stacey for their generous hospitality.
At this point we did not realise that the Carol Service would be our last Christmas Service. The
uncertainty, surrounding a new Covid variant, prompted the cancellation of the Christmas Day
Family Communion.
However we continue to look forward and the next service, for Family Communion, is on
February the 6th at 11.30 am.
Once again, wishing you all A Very Happy New Year.
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 Happy New Year everyone!  I hope that your Christmas wasn’t too disrupted
by Covid…
Despite the rapid rise of Omicron it does seem that the vaccinations are doing
a good job at helping protect us all – so we are in a much better place than this
time last year.   I volunteered at the vaccination drop-in centre in Hereford
between Christmas and New Year, and we had a good steady stream of people
coming for their jabs.  Of course many people were asking for LFT tests which have been in really
short supply; you’ve probably had the same frustrations as me with trying to get them via the
government website. Apparently the best way to get LFTs is to order online early in the day, as
new stocks come in to the warehouses each day.  And in the meantime, let’s all keep looking after
each other by wearing masks etc…
 I do hope you’ve all claimed your free Shop Local voucher?  This was launched at the beginning
of December – every household in Herefordshire is eligible for one.   You can apply
here: https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/shoplocal - it’s very quick and easy.  (If you don’t have
internet access, call the council switchboard on 01432 260000). Each household gets a card
pre-loaded with £15 of credit that can be spent in local Herefordshire businesses.  It’s all part of
the £6 million Covid Recovery Funding programme that the council is running this year, using a
range of Covid-specific funding sources, which has also funded things like the free weekend
buses, free swimming lessons, mental health support and employment support, and business
start-up support.  The Shop Local card means that we are able to inject money directly into the
local economy according to what local people want to buy – and every Herefordshire household
is eligible for one! If you haven’t applied yet, please do apply now.  If you’ve got a card but you
haven’t yet activated and spent it, please do so soon!  And finally, remember to hang on to your
card after using it, as it may be topped up again if there is additional funding available before the
end of March.
There’s lots coming up on the council’s agenda, including the budget meeting in February.  We’ve
worked really hard to propose a balanced budget in the face of ever-rising costs and I am glad to
say that we have managed to protect many key services (including those that take up most of the
council’s budget, i.e. social care and children’s care).  I’ll report in full on the budget next month.
The Herefordshire Citizens’ Climate Assembly will be running throughout January, considering
the question ‘How can Herefordshire meet the challenges of climate change?’  All the presentations
and Q&A sessions will be available to watch on YouTube after the event so you can follow the
discussions.
More details here: https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/citizensassembly.
I’m continuing to run monthly ward surgeries, with Covid precautions.  However I have had to
change the days/times slightly due to my teaching commitments.  So for 2022 my Bishops Frome
ward surgeries will be on the third Tuesday of the month from 1pm – 2.30pm.  No appointment
is necessary, just drop in to see me at Bishops Frome Village Centre!
I’m also continuing my ‘Sunday Service’ sessions of litterpicking, cleaning road signs, clearing
drains, logging road defects etc – so do let me know if there’s anything in particular you’d like
me to take a look at.  And please remember that the quickest way to get a pothole seen to is to log
it on the system directly, either via the website https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/report-
problem or by phone: 01432 261800.
I wish you all a very happy and healthy 2022 – hopefully it will be a better year than the last!
With very best wishes, Ellie
Do get in touch if there’s anything you’d like my help with. Landline: 01531 670729, Mobile:
07950 714947, Email: Ellie.chowns@herefordshire.gov.uk. I’m always happy to hear from you.



males are on the hunt for females. Do keep your eyes peeled.

Castle Frome February 2022 News,
Views & Muse

Communion
Service

Sunday 13th February
11.30am

Family Service

Sunday 27th February

10.00am

This is a reverent and

informal service for the

family of the Church. All

are welcome. Coffee, tea

and squash served at the

close of the service, offering

a time to socialise.

If you have any information for the Castle Frome Page please contact Su Webb on 01531 634056 or email suwebb1606@gmail.com

Hilary‛s Nature Diary
Pondering over Polecats

I recently spotted a polecat. This is my first sighting of this
native mustelid for some time, easily identified by its bandit-like
mask. Herefordshire is considered a hot spot for polecats and
that includes Castle Frome, but I wonder if numbers are declining
or maybe I have been less observant recently. With an apparent
boom in the local rodent population currently, making up for a
decline in the polecat‛s favoured fare of rabbit, there can be no
food shortage for polecats – not in my garden anyway!

Like our Facebook PageSt
Michaels Church, Castle Frome

Round up of Christmas & New Year
The New Year has arrived and thankfully we did not have a

lockdown for Christmas. We had to unfortunately cancel our
Christmas Services due to the new Omicron Variant. It didn‛t seem
quite right not attending Church on Christmas Morning and I really
did miss the Carol Service. The Church was still decorated in case we
had visitors over the Christmas Period.

New Year celebrations this year were somewhat muted as well,
we‛d normally do some spontaneous random thing like sit on the
Malvern Hills watching fireworks or walking to Ledbury Church at
midnight to hear the bells chiming to bring in the new year, but it
was a Curry and games night this year and off to bed just after
midnight.

i am certain that this new variant will have some impact on every
family at some point. I discovered that 2 of my close relatives during
Christmas and New Year had both tested positive for Covid (
asymptomatic), so it was lateral flow tests all round in our household
for about 18 days(due to when each tested). I was unable to go to
work for 2 weeks.
Last year should have been my daughter’s wedding but it was re-
arranged to this year (fingers crossed we don’t get any more variants to
put a spanner in the works). Not long to wait now, it is in March, so will be
upon us very soon. Last minute preparations are underway.

Onward and upward, roll on the end of Covid !!!!

Unfortunately, most sightings of this largely nocturnal species will
be as road casualties, and especially in early spring when the
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St James’ Stanford Bishop

Snowdrops & Soup
Saturday 5thth February

12 Noon to 1.30pm
Join us at St James’ Stanford Bishop

To admire our wonderful carpet of snowdrops

Afterwards your welcomed to enjoy
 rich warming homemade soup served with fresh crusty

bread.
£5.00 per person.

St James’ is home to a great treasure St Augustine’s
Chair, while our Church Yard has magnificent Yew Trees.

 A draw will take place
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ST MARY’S CHURCH, MUCH COWARNE
December 2021 was busier than previous months: our Coffee Morning and Book Sale on the 4th

December raised over £300 for the Street Pastors of Hereford and despite the weather not being
ideal, a number of people came to enjoy a chat over a hot drink and some of the delicious
homemade cakes provided by parishioners. There was a great variety of books and the considerable
number remaining were added to the permanent bookstall in the church which continues to be
open every day for anyone wanting access including those wishing to browse or purchase books
(donations should be put in the wall safe). The Bring & Buy stall, with a variety of produce and
Christmas gifts was popular, many thanks to those who contributed to that.
An innovation for advent were the three Evensong services taken by Rev Richard Allaway and
using the Book of Common Prayer. Evensong is not a regular service at any of our parishes and
a number of people took the opportunity to take part in these Advent themed services which were
held at 3.00pm to enable those attending to get home before dark. Sunday December 12th was our
Carol Service which, contrary to previous years was not held in the evening but at our usual
Sunday time of 10.00am. We missed the children of Burley Gate School who normally take part
in the service but enjoyed two beautiful songs sung and accompanied on the guitar by Holly Elsdan
and two relevant and thought provoking poems from Richard Allaway. It was an enjoyable service
reminding us of the enduring importance of Advent and Christmas in our lives at a time when so
much is different. Mulled wine and Christmas cakes warmed us all after the service.
Our final service of the year was the Christmas Day Service described below by Jean Parkes:
“The Turkey is in the oven, the risk assessment written, the church arranged for social distancing,

Ian has prepared the items for Communion and many hands have made the
Church look beautiful with decorations, cribs and candles.
It looked magical on the day. We were delighted
to welcome 30 people to the congregation, to
take communion. Listen to the reading very
eloquently read by Betty and the address by
Richard.  He put us in a relaxed mood with his
words about the birth of Jesus being in a simple
setting and that we should also take a simple
approach to the Christmas festivities.

Beforehand we were very worried that our Christmas day service would be cancelled but it was
clear that all those attending were thankful that it went ahead.”
So - 2022 began on January 9 with our first Matins service of the year and it was encouraging
that a good number of people braved the cold and the fact that masks are now mandatory again
as the latest Covid variant is spreading rapidly; singing in masks is not the easiest but it did help
to warm us up and we managed the three hymns without a problem thanks to Judy’s support on
the organ.
Hopefully we shall now be able to stick to our regular pattern of services – Matins on the second
Sunday and Communion on the fourth Sunday of each month – for the future and as we look
towards Spring, to anticipate some community events for everyone to enjoy.
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We refuse to be an average estate agent
ChocolateBox Homes isn't just our business, it's
our passion. We're open 24/7 - including Sundays
and Bank Holidays. We'll get your house sold for
the best price, to the best person. You'll see that
we do everything humanly possible to offer the
best service to our sellers and buyers.

Take control and get your house sold
Whether it's viewings on a Saturday, Sunday or
Bank Holiday - or video calls across different
timezones, we'll work tirelessly and passionately
to get your house sold for a fair fee, in the best
time. Completely free valuations
 No hidden fees  No sale? No fee!

Contact Andrea Pierce OR Ed King
Tel: 07413 656888

www.chocolateboxhomes.co.uk
See us on Rightmove

Cottage For SaleBungalow Sold

House Sold Country Cottage  Sold

Appartments for Sale

Original Furniture
Furniture Designers and Makers.

With more than 30 years experience.
Interior, exterior furniture and bespoke joinery.

Fitted and freestanding.
We also offer Restoration and polishing services.

Contact Steve for details.

p: 07973859756    e: stevedtbo.co.uk w: www.dtbo.co.uk

Covering : Malvern,

Hereford,  Worcester

and surrounding Areas
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JOHN LEE

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
PAINTING

GENERAL  MAINTENANCE
&

 PROPERTY REPAIRS

Trustworthy * Reliable * Tidy
References available

Telephone: 01531 640073
Mobile:   07787 353809

Local Online Therapy
-  with Dr David Best

I provide local professional help for mental distress
and difficulties, even more prevalent in these
unusual times.
To have an experienced therapist to talk to, who
has helped others in similar circumstances, can
help to resolve the mental distress of a range of
relationship and mental health issues.

This help is available either on-line or in person
with appropriate social distancing.

Please look at web site;
www.localonlinetherapy.co.uk,

for information
and details of the services he offers, the

approach he uses, and how to contact me.

In particular, he offers support for:
· Depression

· Couples therapy
· Relationship counselling

· Employment difficulties
· Parenting challenges

· Stress and Trauma
· Anxiety

Fully trained & insured operators

Latest Equipment

Minimum drying times

We move furniture

Customer satisfaction guarantee

Oriental rug specialists

Stainshield treatment

Deodorizer treatment

Quotations on request

Kiln DriedHardwood

FIREWOOD

01531 825236
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BROMYARD COMMUNITY TRANSPORT

Transport Problems?
If you do not have access to a car or public

transport, call us, we can help get you going

Our Services
Go Dial a Ride and Community Cars

Day Outings and Shopping Trips
Group Minibus Transport

Wheelchair friendly minibuses and MPV

Why not volunteer as a driver
Help us today - you may need us tomorrow!

Call us on 01885 488452 or pop into the office
1 Rowberry Street, Bromyard, HR7 4DU

E: info@gobct.org.uk, www.gobct.org.uk

Tel: 07789 062450

CHRIS  TREUTTENS
Garden & Landscape Services

Including

DRY STONE WALLING & HEDGELAYING



·    Windows
·      Doors – Composite, Patio, French, and Bi-Fold
·        Porches and Conservatories
·          Fascia, Soffits and Guttering
·            Sealed Glass Units

FAMILY OWNED AND RUN LOCAL MANUFACTURERS
www.3d-windows.co.uk

Tel:   01432 278020
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE.

3D Windows

KEVIN   ROBERTS
DOMESTIC PLUMBING

BATHROOMS

CENTRAL HEATING

TAPS AND WASHERS

OIL BOILER SERVICES

OFTEC REGISTERED

UNVENTED REGISTERED

TELEPHONE: 01886 880384

MOBILE 07976 879719

24 HOUR SERVICE

16
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Private freelance
chauffeur serving all

of Herefordshire
and the surrounding

areas.

Telephone: 01432 850985
Mobile Tel: 07941 993213

www.herefordshirechauffeur.co.uk

Red Kite
Pest Control

Combining Tradition and Innovation

For all your local Pest Control
requirements

All INSECT , RODENT and
WILDLIFE Pests

Free Advice, free no obligation
Quotations

------------------------ALSO------------------------

TAXIDERMY
I’m interested in purchasing

unwanted pieces of
taxidermy

(for private collection)

Telephone Andy Staples on:
07977 044987 / 01886 832730

Acer Tree Services
Free no obligation quotes for all of your Tree work

requirements

Tel: 01432 860839
Mob: 07774 134577

Joe.brandt@btconnect.com
24hr Emergency call out service

Fully Insured, Qualified and Audited regularly
  Experienced – Knowledgeable – Professional
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Aerial photography by Drone

Crop Walking
and Building Photography

 Aerial photography of Woodland
CAA Licensed Commercial Pilot

Jenson Jones
01885 483445
07974 604247

13

Woodlands Country Cat Hotel
“Where cats are at home”

Caring, family run, modern cattery
near Ledbury. Indoor pens with
outdoor views.

Heated sleeping beds.

Visit our website: wcchotel.co.uk

Tel - 01531 670677
Email - wcchotel@gmail.com

Woodlands, Falcon Lane, Ledbury HR8 2JW

Painting and Decorating
Email: Multicolours@tiscali.co.uk

11 Hereford Rd.  Bromyard.
I offer competitive rates & excellent

services
For a free quotation please call:

Home: 01885 482149
Mobile: 07870 110124

MIDWAY STORES
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Bishops frome community Shop
Village Centre

OPEN
7.30am to 5pm Weekdays

7.30 am to Noon on Saturdays

7.30 am to Noon on Sundays

As well as stocking a large range of everyday products

 we can take orders for Papers, Milk, Bread, Cakes, Meat,

All delivered fresh on a daily basis.

Local Food for Local People

We now are also an Agent for Priory Cleaners
01885 490496

Mr Whippy
Coffee to go

& More

3 New Road,
Bromyard HR7 4AH

Telephone 01885 489900.
Email: ebfuneralservices.co.uk

www.ebfuneralservices.co.uk

A local independent
Funeral Director

offering a personal
24 hour service

SEZ  ELECTRIZ
YOUR FRIENDLY LOCAL DOMESTIC

INSTALLER

PART “P” QUALIFIED
Find me on the electrical safety register

(ELECSA Registered)

 For all your local domestic needs

INCLUDING-
  Fault Finding & Safety Checks
  Extra sockets or lights
  Fuse boards & rewires
  Routine Testing—“House M. O. T.”
  Security Lighting a speciality
  Fully insured

  No job too small
                              Please phone MIKE on;
 01885490726  or
 Mob 07957391974
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Seabright & Co
Professional Decorating

Domestic and Commercial
Painting and Decorating

▪ Interior & Exterior
▪ Wall coverings
▪ Renovation & new work
▪ Fully Qualified
▪ Paint and design advise

Tel: 07711 993590
Tel: 01885 485973

Email: matthewseabright@hotmail.com

16 Enderby House, Linton, Bromyard
Herefordshire.HR7 4QJ

CECILIA HALL DANCE CENTRE

07443 872188
ceciliahalldance@live.co.uk

ADULT DANCE and FITNESS CLASSES
MONDAYS
10am    Zumba Gold
10.40am  Adult Ballet
11.45am  FitSteps
1.30pm   Tap Dance
2.30pm   Adult Ballet
TUESDAYS
9.20am   Pilates
10.30am Tap Dance
11.30am FitSteps
1.50pm   Silver Swans Ballet for over 55's
3pm    Belly Dance
WEDNESDAYS
9.30am   Modern Jazz/Lyrical Dance
10.35am  Adult Ballet
11.45am  FitSteps
12.50pm  Flamenco
2pm    Adult Ballet
3pm    Pilates
THURSDAYS
10am   FitSteps
11.15am Silver Swans Ballet for over 55's
2pm    New Silver Swans Ballet for over 55's
8pm    New Zumba class TBC
FRIDAYS
9.30am    Dance Mix Gold
10.30am  Silver Swans Ballet for over 55's
11.45am  FitSteps
2.45pm    New Zumba class TBC
SATURDAYS
8.45am    New Zumba class TBC
SUNDAYS
8.45am   Pilates
10am    FitSteps

Classes held in Great Malvern.

Pre- book as social distancing still in operation.

Children's classes also available.

Northdown Curtains
  For a full installation service or self-fit
We Make: Curtains with hand sewn
headings, Roman Blinds, also soft
furnishings to match if required. We
have a carefully selected range of fabric
books, trimmings and hardware
catalogues with samples available.
We can supply and fit: Fabrics, Poles,
Curtain track, Blind track (manual or
electric). Made to measure Blinds by
Intu and Perfect Fit to suit your window
frame. Demo samples available on
request.
For friendly helpful advice or a free
quote Please contact Julie Ball on:
01531 640722 mobile 07833 703490

northdowncurtains@gmail.com



THE CHASE INN
BISHOPS FROME

THE CHASE INN
Mike, Maureen, Jason and Amelia welcome you to THE CHASE INN that overlooks the Village Green

Our bar is open at 4pm Monday to Saturday and 12 noon on Sundays,
Come and join us for good ale, lagers and good food

Our restaurant is open from 6pm Monday to Saturday and 12noon on Sundays.

On Sundays our joker is played around 5pm come and join us and find out about it.

OUR POOL ROOM has been revamped
come and have look! and have a game

We have 6 letting rooms, single, twins , double, double deluxe and a large family room all en-suite.

We look forward to seeing you.

TO BOOK A  TABLE, AND OR A ROOM PLEASE CONTACT US ON :
01885 490358.

EMAIL: THECHASEINN.4@GMAIL.COM
OR

FIND US ON FACE BOOK.
POP IN AND SAY HI……!

21
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(Est. 2005)

Beautifully handmade bespoke
curtains, roman blinds & soft furnishings

 - loose covers, roller blinds, cushions, new/renovation of handstitched lampshades
      Lovely fabrics, tracks & poles available - or customer’s own welcome.

  Ends of rolls & discontinued fabrics for sale – suitable for cushions, roman blinds etc.
             Free home visits for measuring and quotation, delivery and dressing-in.

            Telephone: 01885 490540  or  07845 479311
Email: drapesanddressingsbyjm@hotmail.co.uk

                                                                                   located at:
   Unit 4 Studios , Fromes Hill Services, HR8 1HT (top of Fromes Hill on A4103, behind convenience store)

A collection of individual workrooms with own sales areas: myself, Little Upholstery Co,
Charlie’s hairdressing, acrylic artist, taxidermist.

                      The Studios open Mon-Frid 10-4/weekends by appointment. Charlie Sat am’s too.
Free Parking.

Three Counties Chimney Sweep
* Trading Standards Approved*

* All Chimneys & Flues Swept
* Cowl & Pot Fitting Service
* Stove & Liner Installations
* Nest & Blockage Removal
* Stack and Roof Repairs
* Fully Insured

Call Ian on:
Tel: 01684 891005 Mobile 07403 277 436

Your Local Accredited Chimney Sweep
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The Frome Valley Group

February 2022
6th 13th 20th 27th March 6th

Acton Beauchamp 11.30am Holy
Communion
SB

11.30am Holy
Communion
SB

Bishops Frome 10.00am High
Mass
SB

10.00am Holy
Communion
SB

Baptism

10.00 High Mass
Fr David West

10.00 Holy
Communion
Fr David West

10.00am High
Mass
SB

Castle Frome 11.30am Holy
Communion
SB

10.00am Family
Service
Lay Led

Evesbatch

Fromes
Hill

10.00am Matins
Lay Led

11.30am Holy
Communion
Fr David West

10.00am Matins
Lay Led

Much Cowarne 10.00am Matins
TBC

10.00am Holy
Communion
SB

Ocle Pychard 8.30am Holy
Communion
SB

8.30am Holy
Communion
SB

Stanford Bishop

4 Before Lent
Green
Psalm 138
1 Corinthians
15.1-11
Luke 5.1-11

3 Before Lent
Green
Psalm 1
1 Corinthians
15.12-20
Luke 6.17-26

2 Before Lent
Green
Psalm 65
Revelation 4
Luke 8.22-25

Sunday Before
Lent
Psalm 99
2 Corinthians 3.12 -
4.2
Luke 9.28-36

Lent 1
Purple
Psalm 91.1-2,9-
16*
Romans 10.8b-
13
Luke 4.1-13

07.01.22
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FROM THE REGISTERS

Funerals

The Funeral of Betty Rhee who died on 2nd November 2021, aged 94, took place on 19th

November 2021 at St Matthews, Frome’s Hill.

The Burial of Ashes of Monica Lewis took place on 14th December 2021 at St Mary the
Virgin, Much Cowarne.

May They Rest in Peace.

ST MARY THE VIRGIN, BISHOPS FROME

DATE                         READER                                PRAYERS

Feb 6th                            Sarah                                           TBA

Feb 13th                         Martin                                          TBA

Feb 20th                         Sheila                                           Liz

Feb 27th                         Lucy C.                                        TBA

Mar 2nd (Ash Wednesday)  TBA

Mar 6th                           Sarah                                           TBA

ST JAMES THE GREAT, OCLE PYCHARD

Date        Day            Time           Service                  Reader       Sidesman              Flowers/Cleaning

February
6th    4 Before Lent         8.30am          Holy Communion          J Ridler         S Ridler       M Evans/I Hicks
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To arrange to have a look, or to book, contact
Wendy Roberts on 01885 490327 or email

bishfromecentre@aol.com
Covid guidelines change so if you are thinking
of booking, please email for the latest version

Mon 13.45 to 16.45
Tues 13.00 to 14.30
Wed 9.00 to 12.00
Thurs 9.00 to 12.00

WHAT’S ON WEEKLY
Monday - Pilates with Sally, 9.30am, 07909 754039
Monday - Internet Café, 10am to 12, 01531 640 981
Monday - Board Games, 2pm to 4pm, first Mondays, Susanna 01885 490 440
Monday - Tai Kwon Do with White Phoenix, 6pm, 07814 778 112
Tuesday - Pilates with Sally, 9.30am 07909 754039
Tuesday - Ward Surgery, 1 to 2.30, third Tuesdays, Cllr Ellie Chowns, 07950 714947
Tuesday - Fit for Life, 3pm to 4pm, Angie Box, 07530 420554 – Starting 25 January
Tuesday - Zumba with Bev, 7pm, 07900 640 467
Wednesday - Needlecraft, 2pm to 4pm, Beryl 01531 640 359
Wednesday - Kick Boxing with White Lotus, 7pm, 07495 427 993
Thursday - Talk Community Café (see below), Tony 07764 578 410
Friday - Pilates with Sally, 9.30am, 07909 754039
Friday - Shanty Singing with Richard, 2pm to 4pm, first Fridays, 01531 640 768
Friday - Tai Kwon Do with White Phoenix, 6pm, 07814 778 112

Regular weekly
Coffee Mornings,
Thursdays
10am to 12
Everyone welcome,
fabulous coffee
and cake!

BISHOPS FROME VILLAGE CENTRE
bishopsfromecentre.co.uk
for much more information

and hiring charges

Please wear a face-covering when in the Village Centre, unless
exercising or eating / drinking in designated areas. Please use
the hand sanitiser. We still have limits on numbers for some big
public events. Pre-booking for classes is still needed.
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VICAR Rev. Steven Baggs tel: - 01885 490582
e-mail: stevenbaggs@me.com
PLEASE NOTE: Monday is Steven’s day off.

ASSOCIATE PRIEST Rev. Richard Allaway tel:07969 699270
             email: rja5204572fco@gmail.com

PARISH OFFICE The Rosary, Bishops Frome, Worcester, WR6 5AP
tel and fax tel - 01885 490229
e-mail: f r o m e v a l l e y @ i c l o u d . c o m

PARISH SECRETARY Eleanor Morris tel - 01885 490229
         (Wednesdays & Fridays  9.30 to 11.45)

CHURCH WARDENS
ACTON BEAUCHAMP  Sally Wall 01886 884727

Jane Allan 01531 640227
BISHOPS FROME  Gill Lynch  01885 490845.
 Tony Davis 01885 490394
CASTLE FROME Charles Pudge 01531640309
EVESBATCH  Richard Kuehn 01886 880259

 Diana Harrison 01531 631813
FROMES HILL Jill Southall 01531 640288

Joan Rose 01531640587
MUCH COWARNE Jean Parkes 01432 820402

Martin Hewitt 01432 820282
OCLE PYCHARD  John Ridler 01432 820328

Rosie Winn         01432 820763
STANFORD BISHOP      Rachael Hawkins      01886 884250

Jetta Hawkins 07973 239778

FROME VALLEY GROUP OF CHURCHES

Safeguarding Officer:  Eleanor Morris - 01885 490229

Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser:

  Mandy McPhee 07875757396 or m.mcphee@hereford.anglican.org

Editor & Advertising:

Sarah Sevastopulo e-mail: oldholbans@hotmail.com

PARISH OFFICE OPEN - Wednesdays & Fridays  9.30 to 11.45

LAST COPY DAY for the March 2022 issue of

 THE FROME VALLEY NEWS is: Monday 14th February2022
 And the collection date will be :    TBC


